
Trends in Renewable Energy 
OPEN ACCESS ISSN: 2376-2144 

Peer-Reviewed Article   futureenergysp.com/index.php/tre 

 

 

*Corresponding author: nwokolosc@unical.edu.ng, sam31628@gmail.com            66 

Tr Ren Energy, 2026, Vol.12, No.1, 66-121. doi: 10.17737/tre.2026.12.1.00200 

 

 

Position of Donald Trump in the Global Climate Change 
Agenda  
 

Samuel Chukwujindu Nwokolo 
*
  

 
Atmospheric Physics/Meteorology Programme, Department of Physics, Faculty of Physical Sciences, 

University of Calabar, Calabar, Nigeria 

 

Received April 8, 2026; Accepted May 4, 2026; Published May 25, 2026 

 
This study examines how the Trump administration repositioned the US 
in global climate governance, providing a multifaceted and theoretically 
informed evaluation of its geopolitical, institutional, and ideological 
effects. The analysis, which is framed by political realism, strategic 
environmentalism, adaptive federalism, and socio-technical transition 
theory, shows how Trump's climate policy, exemplified by his defunding 
of the Green Climate Fund and withdrawal from the Paris Agreement, 
represented a strategic disruption of multilateral climate cooperation. A 
framework based on emissions power parity and competitive 
decarbonization replaced normative commitments to historical emissions 
and equity, marking a redefinition of climate responsibility around 
sovereignty, economic nationalism, and "energy dominance" rather than 
a straightforward act of denial. The study offers a comprehensive 
analysis of the Trump administration's climate policy in seven thematic 
areas, drawing on a wealth of interdisciplinary literature: global 
governance, energy geopolitics, environmental justice, disinformation, 
legal-institutional frameworks, cultural narratives, and sustainable 
finance. It highlights paradoxical results as unexpected but revolutionary 
effects of Trump's unilateralism, including deregulation-driven innovation 
in clean technologies, the adaptability of subnational actors, and China's 
strategic ascent to the top of the global climate leadership. In order to 
demonstrate how nationalist policy logics can both undermine and 
rebalance the global climate regime, the study presents new conceptual 
tools such as "defensive climate investment," "innovation protectionism," 
and "geopolitical decarbonization." This paper concludes by arguing that 
the Trump administration's climate stance signaled a structural 
realignment in global climate diplomacy, highlighting the weaknesses of 
multilateral institutions and igniting forces of geopolitical reordering and 
decentralized innovation. The findings offer a novel narrative that 
transcends dichotomous assessments of climate denialism and offers a 
sophisticated perspective on how nationalist upheavals can alter the 
framework of international environmental governance. The study's 
conclusion offers policy-relevant insights for rethinking climate leadership 
in a time of competition, fragmentation, and the emergence of climate 
techno-nationalisms.  
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 A significant shift from the accepted norms of environmental multilateralism was 

reflected in the election of President Donald Trump, which signaled a turning point in the 

development of global climate governance. By withdrawing from the Paris Agreement 

and defunding the Green Climate Fund (GCF), his administration's climate policy 

challenged the consensus on climate cooperation and reoriented environmental 

governance along nationalist and economically pragmatic lines [1, 2]. This recalibration 

was a significant ideological shift based on populist realism, economic nationalism, and 

strategic disengagement rather than just a policy reversal [3]. Trump's climate doctrine 

had far-reaching consequences that went beyond American boundaries, causing 

institutional, geopolitical, and normative repercussions that changed the face of global 

climate diplomacy [4-9]. 

 Political realism, which prioritizes national interest and sovereignty over 

international environmental commitments, provides the best framework for 

understanding Trump's climate policy. His "America First" ideology reframed 

environmental cooperation as a barrier to industrial competitiveness and portrayed 

multilateral agreements as financial liabilities [10]. Trump used climate disengagement as 

a weapon of geopolitical repositioning by putting domestic infrastructure ahead of 

climate finance and ignoring the moral requirement of historical emissions accountability 

[11-13]. In addition to upending international environmental regimes, the dismantling of 

climate commitments and regulatory frameworks demonstrated a sovereigntist turn that 

brought about a new grammar of climate nationalism [14, 15]. 

Instead of viewing environmental policy as a global duty, the administration 

operationalized a doctrine of strategic environmentalism that went beyond ideological 

rhetoric. A recalculated climate calculus, focused on economic growth and geopolitical 

leverage, was exemplified by the United States' expansion of fossil fuel leasing, 

relaxation of emission standards, and deregulation of environmental protections [16, 17]. 

In the Indo-Pacific region, where the United States sought to offset China's influence in 

green technology, this realignment attempted to turn energy into a diplomatic tool [18-

20]. As a result, Trump's climate policy challenged the normative domination of 

sustainability in the global energy discourse [21] and ushered in a new era of geo-

economics competition [22]. 

Ironically, Trump's federal budget cuts sparked a wave of climate innovation in 

the private sector and subnational levels, demonstrating the tenacity of decentralized 

governance. In response, states, local governments, and business alliances established 

networks like "We Are Still In," which promoted decarbonization goals against federal 

directives [23, 24]. These dynamics are representative of adaptive federalism, wherein 

non-state actors were able to maintain climate commitments and absorb policy shocks 

through institutional layering and governance redundancy [25]. Thus, Trump's strategy 

had unforeseen consequences: it strengthened the polycentric character of U.S. 

environmental governance, which is increasingly reflected in multilevel governance 

structures around the world, while weakening centralized climate action. 

Furthermore, Trump's position directly challenges the normative underpinnings of 

global climate justice, especially the concepts of equity and common but differentiated 

responsibilities (CBDR). Trump popularized the term "emissions power parity"—a 

demand for readjusting burden-sharing according to current emissions and economic 

power—by redefining climate finance as an unjust economic burden and challenging the 

validity of historical responsibility [26, 27]. Global solidarity in climate negotiations was 

further undermined by this redefinition, which upended long-standing frameworks of 
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environmental justice and encouraged other populist regimes to use comparable 

nationalist rhetoric [28, 29].   

 The Trump administration inadvertently accelerated the development of climate 

technologies in the private sector at the nexus of innovation and deregulation. Conditions 

for "competitive sustainability" were established by the strategic relaxation of Clean 

Power Plan regulations, the simplification of SMR permits, and the expansion of CCS tax 

credits. This allowed industries to innovate in advance of future restrictions [30, 31]. 

Critics point to higher emissions and less effective environmental protections, but others 

contend that these market-driven results show how chaotic innovation pathways can help 

achieve climate goals without strict regulations [32, 33]. A dual narrative emerges in this 

era: deregulation as a technological catalyst and a climate liability.   

 In the end, Trump's climate legacy is best described as strategic disruption—a 

reorientation of the climate change agenda towards economic self-interest and 

nationalism—rather than straightforward opposition. His administration put multilateral 

institutions to the test, exposed the geopolitical undertones of climate finance, and 

exposed the fragility of international environmental regimes [34-36]. At the same time, it 

spurred new paradigms of climate governance, reoriented international alliances, and 

sparked bottom-up innovation. This paper makes the case that the Trump administration's 

climate policy marks a significant turning point in the development of global climate 

politics, one that continues to influence the normative, geopolitical, and technological 

aspects of climate governance in the years following Trump. 

This study investigates a key research question: What were the systemic, normative, and 

geopolitical ramifications of the Trump administration's reorientation of U.S. 

involvement in global climate governance? The study establishes four interconnected 

goals in order to address this: (2) to examine the multifaceted effects of Trump's policies 

across energy geopolitics, environmental justice, public health, and legal-institutional 

frameworks; (3) to dissect the rhetorical, normative, and ethical shifts brought about by 

his administration in the discourse of climate responsibility, burden-sharing, and 

historical emissions; and (4) to critically evaluate Trump's strategic reallocation of 

climate funds through the theoretical lenses of political realism, strategic 

environmentalism, and adaptive federalism. The paper makes a unique contribution by 

conceptualizing Trump's climate governance as a disruptive force that realigned 

geopolitical alliances, exposed the fragility of multilateral climate regimes, and 

recalibrated global climate politics. It does this by drawing on an extensive synthesis of 

interdisciplinary literature and anchored by novel theoretical frameworks such as 

defensive climate investment, innovation protectionism, emissions power parity, and 

geopolitical decarbonization. Within a single geopolitical case study, the study's 

uniqueness resides in its comprehensive integration of political theory, institutional 

analysis, environmental justice, and technological innovation. The paper is organized into 

six primary sections in order to accomplish this: (1) Introduction: defining the research 

gap and theoretical positioning; (2) Core Philosophy of Trump’s Strategy: breaking down 

ideological foundations using four theoretical anchors; (3) Multidimensional Analysis: 

providing sectoral insights into energy, governance, justice, rhetoric, and culture; (4) 

Trump’s Global Impacts: assessing the systemic effects on international institutions and 

climate diplomacy; (5) Articulation of Positive Truths: reframing Trump’s policies 

through the lens of strategic economic nationalism and innovation dynamics; and (6) 

Conclusion and Future Research Directions: suggesting new paradigms for 
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comprehending climate nationalism and advancing climate governance in a post-Trump 

era. 

 
 
2. Methodology 
 

 The methodology for this study integrates a multi-layered approach that aligns 

with PRISMA standards while incorporating innovative theoretical and empirical 

frameworks. The selection of studies followed a two-stage screening process guided by 

Table 1 (Methods for Selecting, Including, and Excluding Articles). Articles were 

initially identified based on relevance to Trump’s climate policies (IA1) and their impact 

on global governance (IA2). The inclusion extended to interdisciplinary studies 

encompassing political science, environmental law, energy economics, and international 

relations (IA3), while prioritizing empirically rigorous and theoretically grounded 

contributions (IA4). Publications from 2016–2024 (IA5) were considered, with 

exclusions applied to general climate studies lacking explicit connection to Trump (EA1), 

non-scholarly sources (EA2), temporally irrelevant works (EA3), and those with 

methodological weaknesses (EA4). Duplicates (EA5) and non-English materials without 

translation (EA6) were also removed.  

 

Table 1. Methods for selecting, including, and excluding articles 
Indicator Method 

IA1: Alignment with Trump’s 

Climate Policies 

Include articles explicitly analyzing Donald Trump’s climate policies, executive actions, and 

rhetoric within the context of global climate governance. 

IA2: Global Climate Governance 
Impact 

Include studies examining how Trump’s policies influenced international climate negotiations, 
multilateral institutions, and geopolitical dynamics. 

IA3: Interdisciplinary Scope 

Include peer-reviewed research from diverse disciplines (political science, environmental law, 

energy economics, international relations, climate policy) that offer comprehensive insights into 

Trump’s climate stance. 

IA4: Empirical and Theoretical 
Rigor 

Include articles that provide robust empirical data or innovative theoretical frameworks (e.g., 

political realism, strategic environmentalism, adaptive federalism) relevant to the study’s 

objectives. 

IA5: Timeframe Relevance 
(2016–2024) 

Include literature published during or directly analyzing the Trump administration (2016–2020) 
and its post-administration effects up to 2024. 

EA1: Lack of Specific Focus 
Exclude articles that discuss general climate change topics without explicit connection to 

Donald Trump’s policies or global positioning. 

EA2: Non-Scholarly or Unverified 
Sources 

Exclude opinion pieces, blogs, or media reports lacking academic credibility or peer review. 

EA3: Irrelevant Timeframe 
Exclude studies outside the 2016–2024 timeframe unless providing essential historical context 

relevant to Trump’s climate policies. 

EA4: Methodological Weakness 
Exclude articles with unclear methodology, unsubstantiated claims, or insufficient analytical 
depth. 

EA5: Content Redundancy Remove duplicate studies or those with overlapping findings to streamline the literature pool. 

EA6: Language Barrier 
Exclude non-English publications unless a high-quality translation is available, ensuring 
consistency in interpretation. 

 

The search strategy was operationalized using Table 2 (Database-Specific Search Queries 

and Justification), which provided structured queries across six databases: Scopus, Web 

of Science, SpringerLink, ScienceDirect, Google Scholar, and Taylor & Francis. Each 

database was targeted to capture different dimensions of Trump’s climate agenda, with 

Scopus and Web of Science ensuring high-impact and indexed peer-reviewed sources, 

SpringerLink and ScienceDirect offering multidisciplinary coverage, and Google Scholar 

incorporating grey literature and policy reports. Tailored search strings included 

keywords such as "Donald Trump", "Climate change", "Paris Agreement", "Geopolitical 

decarbonization", and "Climate nationalism", while filters were applied to restrict results 



 

Peer-Reviewed Article   Trends in Renewable Energy, 12 

 

 

Tr Ren Energy, 2026, Vol.12, No.1, 66-121. doi: 10.17737/tre.2026.12.1.00200 70 

 

to English-language, peer-reviewed articles published between 2016 and 2024. This 

strategy enhanced comprehensiveness and minimized selection bias, enabling a robust 

dataset that reflects the global and interdisciplinary scope of the review.  

 

Table 2. Database-Specific Search Queries and Justification for Systematic 

Review 
Database Exact Search String / Query Justification Filters 

Scopus 

TITLE-ABS-KEY("Donald Trump" 

AND "climate change" AND 
("Paris Agreement" OR "Green 

Climate Fund" OR "climate 

nationalism" OR "geopolitical 
decarbonization")) 

Scopus offers extensive coverage of 

interdisciplinary peer-reviewed 

articles, capturing governance, law, 
and climate policy aspects relevant 

to Trump's climate stance. 

Year: 2016–2024; Document 

Type: Article, Review; 
Language: English 

Web of Science 

TS=("Donald Trump" AND 

"climate policy" AND ("climate 
governance" OR "international 

climate negotiations" OR "climate 

justice")) 

Ensures inclusion of high-impact 

indexed studies with strong citation 
networks, essential for global 

governance and policy impact 

analysis. 

Year: 2016–2024; Research 

Areas: Environmental 

Sciences, Political Science; 

Language: English 

SpringerLink 

"Donald Trump" AND ("global 

climate governance" OR "climate 
diplomacy" OR "Paris Agreement 

withdrawal") 

SpringerLink provides access to 
multidisciplinary journals and books, 

including environmental policy and 

political science insights on Trump’s 
global climate role. 

Year: 2016–2024; Article 

Type: Research, Review; 

Language: English 

ScienceDirect 

"Donald Trump" AND ("climate 

change" OR "environmental 

deregulation") AND ("geopolitics" 
OR "multilateralism") 

ScienceDirect contains authoritative 

Elsevier journals (e.g., Energy 
Policy, Journal of Cleaner 

Production) aligning with climate 

change governance themes. 

Year: 2016–2024; Subject 

Area: Environmental Science, 

Social Science; Language: 
English 

Google Scholar 

"Donald Trump" climate change 
OR climate policy OR Paris 

Agreement OR climate nationalism 

site:.edu OR site:.org 

Google Scholar captures grey 

literature, reports, and citations from 

think tanks, providing broader 
context beyond strictly academic 

publications. 

Year: 2016–2024; Include 

only PDFs with full text; 
Language: English 

Taylor & Francis 

"Donald Trump" AND ("climate 

change agenda" OR "climate 

governance" OR "climate justice" 
OR "climate diplomacy") 

Taylor & Francis hosts leading 

journals in international relations 

and climate governance, offering 

critical perspectives on Trump’s 

climate policies. 

Year: 2016–2024; Document 

Type: Research Articles; 

Language: English 

 

 The study refinement and integration process for this study followed a rigorous, 

multi-phase approach, as depicted in Figure 1. Initially, 117 studies were identified 

through comprehensive database searches across Scopus, Web of Science, Google 

Scholar, ScienceDirect, Taylor & Francis, and SpringerLink, using targeted keywords 

and filters to ensure relevance and quality. Following identification, screening was 

conducted using the inclusion criteria IA1–IA5, reducing the dataset to 93 studies by 

removing 24 duplicates through Mendeley reference management and manually 

excluding 9 articles lacking specific focus (EA1) or scholarly credibility (EA2) and 6 

studies failing to meet timeframe or methodological rigor (EA3, EA4). At the eligibility 

stage, 78 full-text articles were assessed, with 5 removed for redundancy or language 

barriers (EA5, EA6), resulting in 73 eligible studies. The process was enhanced by a 

snowballing technique, adding 9 relevant studies from reference lists, after which 6 were 

excluded for failing to meet criteria EA1–EA6. An additional 6 critical studies were 

included through iterative expert discussions, addressing potential gaps and ensuring 

thematic completeness. Ultimately, 70 high-quality studies were integrated for final 

analysis, providing a comprehensive, evidence-based synthesis of Trump’s impact on 

global climate governance. This process ensured methodological transparency, 

minimized bias, and supported a holistic understanding of the geopolitical, institutional, 

and ideological dynamics surrounding Trump’s climate agenda. 
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Fig. 1. Study refinement and integration into the research process 

 

 

3. Current Research State 
 

3.1 Distribution of Document by Year of Publication 
 The distribution of documents by year of publication for this study demonstrates a 

dynamic temporal pattern that reflects evolving academic interest and geopolitical 
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developments. As shown in Fig. 2, the earliest relevant study emerged in 2016 (n=1), 

coinciding with Trump’s election and initial policy signals, while research intensity 

surged significantly in 2017 (n=12) and remained high through 2018–2020 (n=11 each 

year), corresponding to the administration’s active withdrawal from the Paris Agreement, 

deregulation efforts, and realignment of U.S. climate diplomacy. The peak in these years 

indicates heightened scholarly scrutiny of Trump’s disruptive policies on global climate 

governance and their immediate implications. Publications in 2021 (n=9) reflect analyses 

of transitional dynamics during the shift to the Biden administration and retrospective 

evaluations of Trump’s climate legacy. Subsequent years (2022–2024) show a moderate 

but steady output (n=3, n=3, n=5), focusing on long-term impacts, adaptive governance 

responses, and the rise of alternative climate leadership globally. Finally, early 2025 

contributions (n=4) underscore the enduring relevance of Trump’s climate stance, 

integrating contemporary perspectives on geopolitical decarbonization and techno-

nationalism. This chronological trend reveals an academic trajectory that moved from 

immediate policy analysis to broader theoretical and longitudinal interpretations, 

providing a holistic understanding of how Trump’s climate agenda reshaped both 

domestic and international climate governance paradigms.  

 

 
Fig. 2. Distribution of document by year of publication 

 

3.2 Distribution of Documents by Country 
 As shown in Fig. 3, the distribution of documents by country for this study reveals 

a highly skewed publication landscape dominated by contributions from the United States 

(29 publications), reflecting both the centrality of U.S. policies under Trump’s 

administration and the heightened domestic academic interest in evaluating their global 
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climate implications. China (11 publications) emerges as the second most active 

contributor, indicative of its strategic positioning in global climate politics and its interest 

in contrasting U.S. climate stances with its own policy trajectory. Middle-tier 

contributions stem from Canada (6) and the United Kingdom (6), followed by Australia, 

Italy, the Netherlands, New Zealand, and South Korea with 3 publications each, 

highlighting the engagement of nations with significant stakes in international climate 

negotiations. A diverse group of countries, including Belgium, Brazil, the Czech 

Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, India, Israel, Jamaica, Lebanon, 

Montenegro, Nigeria, Norway, Romania, South Africa, Spain, and Thailand, each 

contribute one publication, illustrating a widespread but fragmented scholarly interest 

from both developed and developing nations. This pattern underscores a geo-academic 

concentration in Western and emerging economies, while also reflecting a global 

diffusion of research attention, where even nations with limited research output have 

contributed perspectives on the geopolitical and environmental ramifications of Trump’s 

climate policies.  

 

 
Fig. 3. Distribution of documents by country 

 

3.3 Distribution of Subject Areas 
 As shown in Fig. 4, the distribution of subject areas for this study demonstrates a 

multidisciplinary engagement, with a strong dominance of social sciences (46 

publications), reflecting the central role of political discourse, international relations, and 

policy analysis in understanding Trump’s climate agenda. Environmental Science (22 

publications) follows as the second largest contributor, emphasizing the environmental 

implications and scientific critiques surrounding climate policies during this period. 

Economics, Econometrics, and Finance (11) and Earth and Planetary Sciences (8) 

indicate substantial scholarly focus on the economic costs, climate modeling, and Earth 
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system responses tied to policy decisions. Complementing these are studies from 

Business, Management, and Accounting (5) and Arts and Humanities (4), which highlight 

corporate governance, ethical debates, and socio-cultural dimensions of climate politics. 

Notably, contributions from Energy (4) reflect the interplay between fossil fuel advocacy 

and renewable energy transitions. Less represented but significant perspectives emerge 

from Medicine (3), linking climate policy to public health risks; Multidisciplinary (2) and 

Psychology (2), showing the integration of cross-field insights and behavioural studies; 

and niche contributions from Engineering (1) and Pharmacology, Toxicology, and 

Pharmaceutics (1), which suggest technological and toxicological considerations related 

to environmental deregulation. Overall, the subject area distribution reveals that while 

social and environmental dimensions dominate the discourse, Trump’s climate policies 

have spurred research across a broad spectrum of academic fields, underscoring the 

complex, far-reaching implications of political decisions on global climate governance. 

 

 
Fig. 4. Distribution of subject areas 

 

3.4 Distribution of Authorship and Corresponding Publications 
 The distribution of authorship and corresponding publications in this study reveals 

a diverse yet interconnected scholarly landscape, spanning multiple disciplines and global 

perspectives. Recent contributions such as Cheng et al. [37], Pandey [38], and Svozil et 

al. [39] highlight contemporary analyses linking Trump’s climate policies to 

crowdfunding dynamics, rhetorical framing, and climate polarization on social media, 

respectively, while Resano [40] integrates literary interpretations within the Trumpocene. 

Foundational works by Zhang et al. ([5], cited 101) and Chen et al. ([41], cited 84) 

dominate citation metrics, underscoring the global governance and emissions reduction 

implications of U.S. withdrawal from the Paris Agreement. Authors like Erickson and 
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Lazarus ([16], cited 20), Saad ([42], cited 10), and Selby ([43], cited 38) provide 

empirical insights into fossil fuel policies and disorderly energy transitions, 

complementing studies on environmental federalism (Konisky and Woods [23], cited 33) 

and climate finance governance (Bowman and Minas [26], cited 65). The dataset also 

includes policy-focused analyses such as Diaz-Rainey et al. ([32], cited 98) on oil and gas 

firm volatility, Liu et al. ([44], cited 72) on trade frictions, and Urpelainen and Van de 

Graaf ([2], cited 70) on U.S. non-cooperation. Furthermore, critical perspectives from 

McGuire and Lynch [36], Pavone [1], and Darian-Smith [45] examine environmental 

justice, Trump’s Paris Agreement stance, and anti-environmental populism, while niche 

analyses explore regional and thematic contexts, such as Caribbean impacts [46] and 

Arctic strategies [47]. This holistic authorship distribution demonstrates how a wide array 

of scholars—across years, regions, and disciplines—collectively trace the multifaceted 

ramifications of Trump’s climate agenda on governance, policy, social dynamics, and 

global environmental trajectories. 

 

3.5 Distribution of Documents per Year by Source 
 As shown in Fig. 5, the distribution of documents per year by source for this study 

demonstrates a wide-ranging scholarly engagement across legal, environmental, 

economic, and sociopolitical domains. Leading the contributions, Environmental Justice 

(4 publications) emerges as the dominant outlet, reflecting strong academic interest in the 

intersection of Trump’s policies and equity considerations in climate governance. 

Prominent journals such as Advances in Climate Change Research, China Quarterly of 

International Strategic Studies, Climate Policy, Climatic Change, European Financial 

Management, International Journal of Climate Change Impacts and Responses, and 

Round Table each contributed two publications, showcasing the interdisciplinary nature 

of climate change discourse under Trump, spanning environmental sciences, international 

relations, finance, and policy analysis. A broad spectrum of additional sources—

including Africa Review, Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, Cambridge Review of 

International Affairs, Energy Economics, Harvard Environmental Law Review, Third 

World Quarterly, and Yale Law Journal—each provided one document, signaling that 

Trump’s climate agenda resonated across diverse academic communities, from law and 

governance to energy economics and global security. This holistic distribution reveals an 

innovative cross-pollination of disciplines, where journals traditionally focused on 

regional studies, literature (MFS Modern Fiction Studies), or advocacy (Argumentation 

and Advocacy) intersect with climate discourse, thereby underscoring the profound and 

multifaceted impact of Trump’s climate policies on global academic inquiry.  

 

3.6 Distribution of Documents by Funding Sponsor 
 As shown in Fig. 6, the distribution of documents by funding sponsor for this 

study reflects a dynamic interplay of national, institutional, and private sector support, 

showcasing the global breadth of interest in Trump’s climate policies. The National 

Natural Science Foundation of China leads with four funded publications, underscoring 

China’s strategic academic investment in understanding U.S. climate actions and their 

global implications. The Catholic University of Korea follows with three publications, 

while the Ministry of Science and Technology of the People’s Republic of China and the 

National Institutes of Health each supported two, illustrating how Asian and U.S. 

agencies alike are deeply engaged in climate-politics research. Diverse single-source 

contributions— from the American Council of Learned Societies and European  



 

Peer-Reviewed Article   Trends in Renewable Energy, 12 

 

 

Tr Ren Energy, 2026, Vol.12, No.1, 66-121. doi: 10.17737/tre.2026.12.1.00200 76 

 

 

 
Fig. 5. Distribution of documents per year by source 

 
 
Fig. 6. Distribution of documents by funding sponsor 
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 Commission to private foundations such as the David and Lucile Packard 

Foundation and Doris Duke Charitable Foundation—highlight the interdisciplinary and 

transnational appeal of the topic. Governmental entities, including the Environmental 

Protection Agency, U.S. Department of State, USAID, and U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission, funded research reflecting policy, diplomacy, and energy security 

dimensions, while academic institutions like Pennsylvania State University, Universiteit 

Stellenbosch, and University of Chester enriched the knowledge base from educational 

perspectives. Industrial involvement from Shell United States indicates corporate stakes 

in shaping or responding to climate policy discourses. Additionally, international 

programs such as Horizon 2020, along with initiatives like the Youth Innovation 

Promotion Association, signify the integration of innovation and youth-driven research. 

This diverse sponsorship landscape reveals a cutting-edge convergence of public, private, 

and academic stakeholders, collectively driving holistic scholarship on Trump’s climate 

agenda and its far-reaching global consequences.  

 

3.7 Distribution of Documents by Affiliation 
 The distribution of documents by affiliation for this study highlights an extensive 

and globally diverse academic network driving research on Trump’s climate policies and 

their global ramifications. Leading contributions come from The Catholic University of 

Korea with three publications, while Shanghai Institutes for International Studies, 

University of Massachusetts Dartmouth, Peking University, University of Denver, New 

York University, and Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International 

Studies each contribute two publications, underscoring the strong involvement of Asian, 

North American, and international policy research hubs. A rich variety of single-

publication contributors spans premier institutions like Harvard University, Stanford Law 

School, Georgetown University, the University of California, Berkeley, and King’s 

College London, blending legal, environmental, and governance expertise. The dataset 

also features specialized think tanks such as the Stockholm Environment Institute and the 

Mercator Research Institute on Global Commons and Climate Change, reflecting the 

integration of scientific policy analysis with climate governance studies. Contributions 

from institutions in emerging economies, including the University of Johannesburg, 

Babcock University, Tecnológico de Monterrey, and multiple Chinese entities like the 

Chinese Academy of Sciences and the Beijing Climate Centre, highlight the global 

South’s engagement in climate diplomacy and policy debates under Trump. Furthermore, 

affiliations from business schools (e.g., Strathclyde Business School, EGADE Business 

School) and governmental agencies (e.g., Ministry of Water Resources, P.R. China) 

illustrate the interdisciplinary and policy-driven nature of this research. Collectively, this 

expansive distribution reflects an innovative and holistic scholarly collaboration across 

continents, disciplines, and institutional types, demonstrating how Trump’s climate 

agenda has stimulated a worldwide academic discourse at the nexus of politics, law, 

economics, and environmental science.  

 

 
4. Core Philosophy of the Strategy: Interpreting the Strategic Reallocation 
of Climate Funds for Domestic Economic Resilience 
 

4.1 Political Realism 
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 Political realism, which prioritizes national sovereignty over multilateral 

commitments, can be used to analyze President Donald Trump's strategic reallocation of 

climate funds. Trump prioritizes national interest and self-determination, which is 

reflected in his climate policy, especially his decision to withdraw from the Paris 

Agreement and stop U.S. contributions to the Green Climate Fund. According to Pavone 

[1] and Urpelainen & Van de Graaf [2], Trump's foreign policy initiatives, such as his 

climate diplomacy, were motivated by a sovereignty-centric worldview in which world 

climate commitments were viewed as limitations on American economic competitiveness 

and autonomy. By exposing an ideological divide between sovereignty and globalism in 

climate diplomacy and highlighting the ongoing conflict between international 

cooperation and unilateral self-interest, this realpolitik approach upended normative 

expectations of global climate solidarity. 

 

4.2 Strategic Environmentalism 
 Trump's strategy can also be seen through the lens of strategic environmentalism, 

which views environmental policy as a geopolitical instrument rather than a universal 

moral requirement. His administration's deregulation and reallocation of climate funds 

brought environmental policy back into line with domestic resource politics, especially in 

favour of the fossil fuel industry. Under Trump, U.S. fossil fuel leasing policies promoted 

an energy dominance strategy that gave energy exports and geopolitical leverage top 

priority, as noted by Erickson and Lazarus [16]. This type of strategic environmentalism 

challenged the technocratic and humanitarian discourses that predominate in global 

climate governance by redefining the climate debate around national wealth, power, and 

resource access. Furthermore, the deconstruction of regulatory cost-benefit analysis 

frameworks reaffirmed state control over environmental narratives and policy priorities 

by discrediting environmental policies as economically inefficient [14].   

 
4.3 Federalism and Subnational Governance 
 From the standpoint of subnational governance and federalism, Trump's climate 

reallocation bolstered the theoretical framework of adaptive federalism by igniting 

institutional resilience at several governmental levels. The U.S. environmental federalism 

absorbed the federal policy shock through increased action by states, municipalities, and 

regional coalitions, as demonstrated by Konisky and Woods [23]. Dijkstra et al. [25] go 

into further detail about how non-state actors were incorporated into international 

institutions in response to the disruption, demonstrating a diffusion of governance 

capacity. The institutional resilience theory, which holds that governance systems with 

functional redundancy and distributed authority are more resilient to external shocks, is 

supported by these dynamics. Despite being destabilizing at the federal level, Trump's 

actions unintentionally strengthened multi-level climate governance architectures both 

domestically and abroad and gave subnational leadership more authority.   

 
4.4 Ecological Modernization and Climate Nationalism 
 Another helpful theoretical fulcrum is the contrast between ecological 

modernization and climate nationalism. Through innovation and institutional adaptation, 

ecological modernization theory aims to create a synergy between environmental reform 

and economic growth. However, the Trump administration advanced a counter-narrative 

based on climate nationalism that favoured domestic industrial protectionism over 

supranational environmental constraints. According to Chatjuthamard et al. [30], Trump's 
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sudden changes in policy affected shareholder expectations and indicated a socio-

technical shift in favour of deregulation and investment in fossil fuels. However, the 

partial resilience of green markets and technologies—supported by private sector 

leadership and state-level innovation—shows that ecological modernization persisted in 

fragmented forms in spite of federal opposition. This comparison shows how market 

dynamics and institutional layering, in addition to policy alignment, influence socio-

technical transitions.  

Furthermore, Trump's climate policies can be understood as a conscious challenge 

to prevailing international environmental standards from the standpoint of normative 

constructivism. Trump upended the dominant normative consensus regarding equity and 

historical responsibility by redefining climate finance as an economic burden rather than 

a moral obligation. According to DeDominicis [11-13], cosmopolitan ideals ingrained in 

multilateral frameworks are challenged by this type of populism based on national 

identity. This normative shift forced international actors and institutions to reconsider the 

presumptions of universality and shared responsibility, despite the fact that it was 

extremely divisive [39]. The normative shock brought on by Trump's unilateralism is 

responsible for the subsequent shift towards more practical and interest-based models of 

climate cooperation, such as climate clubs and bilateral green technology alliances.  

In the end, these theoretical pillars show that Trump's calculated reallocation of 

climate funds marked a turning point in global climate governance rather than just a case 

of regressive policy. It sparked ideological and structural realignments within climate 

diplomacy, questioned the resilience of liberal internationalist norms, and revealed the 

flexibility of federal and non-state institutions. The pluralism of U.S. climate policy, as 

Abraham-Dukuma [15] emphasizes, reflects deeper tensions between national and 

international priorities, a dynamic that is likely to continue in future negotiations. The 

application of political realism, strategic environmentalism, adaptive federalism, and 

socio-technical theory to Trump's climate governance provides a comprehensive 

framework for interpreting the changing relationship between domestic politics and 

international climate demands.   

 
 
5. Classification of Studies Multidimensional Analysis of Trump's Role in 
the Global Climate Change Agenda  
 

5.1 Climate Politics and Governance: The Influence of Populism, Climate 
Diplomacy, and the Consequences of U.S. Climate Withdrawal 
 The Trump administration's climate policies, which were marked by a rejection of 

multilateral climate governance, were exemplified by the withdrawal from the Paris 

Agreement [1, 5, 6]. This choice was framed by a broader populist perspective that 

described climate action as being at odds with national economic interests [10]. Studies 

show that Trump's "America First" rhetoric undermined international climate diplomacy, 

creating a leadership vacuum that China and the EU sought to fill [4, 48]. The U.S. 

withdrawal drastically changed climate talks and forced governments to reconsider their 

commitments [34]. Trump's doubts about climate change were mirrored by populist 

leaders like Bolsonaro, which weakened international cooperation [28]. The U.S. gave up 

its traditional leadership role in climate governance, which had major geopolitical 

repercussions [2]. Additionally, Trump's deregulatory agenda strengthened dependency 

on fossil fuels by undermining domestic climate policy [14]. 
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5.2. Energy Geopolitics: Fossil Fuel Policy, Strategic Nationalism, and Indo-
Pacific Strategy 
 Trump's energy policy was characterized by aggressive expansion of fossil fuels, 

including coal and shale gas deregulation [16, 17]. Global emissions increased as a result 

of the "energy dominance" policy, which prioritized economic nationalism over climate 

mitigation [15]. By opposing China's renewable investments through alliances with fossil 

fuels, the administration's Indo-Pacific policy cemented energy geopolitics [13]. 

According to research, Trump's policies empowered petrostates by undermining clean 

energy transitions [37, 41]. However, his hostile stance inadvertently accelerated China's 

green energy investments [29]. Supply chains for clean technology have also been 

impacted by the geopolitical challenges brought on by trade disputes between the United 

States and China [44]. The global energy dynamics were changed by Trump's fossil fuel 

nationalism, which solidified carbon lock-in and sparked strategic realignments in the 

Indo-Pacific, as this section demonstrates.   
 

5.3. Environmental Justice and Public Health: Climate Marginalization and 
Postcolonial Vulnerability 
 Environmental injustices were exacerbated by Trump's climate policies, which 

had a negative impact on marginalized communities [35, 36]. Public health disparities 

were made worse by his deregulation of environmental controls, particularly in minority 

and low-income communities [49]. Inequality was further cemented when executive 

orders were used to revoke environmental justice measures [50]. The U.S. withdrawal 

made postcolonial regions more vulnerable to climate change, such as the Caribbean and 

Pacific Islands [46, 51]. According to research, Trump's policies failed to address health 

crises and migration brought on by climate change [52]. This section highlights the 

human cost of climate inaction by explaining how systemic racism, postcolonial 

disregard, and climate policy came together during Trump's presidency.   
 

5.4. Communication, Framing, and Misinformation: Rhetoric, Media, and Public 
Perception 
 Deliberate dishonesty and denialist rhetoric were hallmarks of Trump's climate 

rhetoric [35, 36, 38]. His claim that climate change was a "hoax" polarized the public and 

exacerbated partisan differences [39]. Comparative analyses of Trump and Biden's 

speeches reveal notably different narrative techniques, with Trump using skepticism to 

inspire his followers [38]. Studies look into how media ecosystems fueled public 

skepticism about science and exacerbated climate denial [53]. The dissemination of anti-

climate messages was greatly aided by social media, particularly after the Paris pullout 

was announced [39]. This section illustrates how Trump's rhetorical tactics changed the 

conversation around climate change by promoting skepticism and impeding evidence-

based policy.   
 

5.5. Legal-Institutional Frameworks: Deregulation, Environmental Legislation, 
and International Treaties 
 Utilizing executive orders and judicial nominations, the Trump administration 

systematically repealed environmental regulations [14, 54]. Assessments of climate risk 

were compromised by the reduction of the social cost of carbon [55]. According to 

research, the administration's arbitrary regulatory rollbacks violated cost-benefit 
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calculations [27]. International climate funding organizations were impacted by the Paris 

Agreement's withdrawal, with African states being disproportionately affected [56]. The 

U.S. withdrawal caused the Green Climate Fund to face legitimacy issues [26]. This 

section illustrates the long-lasting effects of deregulation by highlighting the decline in 

institutional and legislative climate protections during the Trump administration.   
 

5.6. Cultural and Literary Reflections: Anthropocene Narratives and Societal 
Reckoning 
 According to Anthropocene literature, Trump's presidency coincided with a 

cultural awakening regarding climate change [40, 57]. Novels like New York 2140 

challenge neoliberal stagnation by allegorizing Trump's climate legacy [40]. The degree 

to which Trump's remarks permeated popular culture and normalized ecological denial is 

being studied [57]. This section explores the intersection of cultural production and 

climate politics, showing how literature helped raise public awareness of Trump's 

environmental deregulations.   
 

5.7. Strategic Sustainable Development: Climate Finance, Crowdfunding, and 
Corporate Reactions 
 Subnational and commercial organizations advanced climate finance innovations 

despite the government's withdrawal [37]. In response to Trump's policies, crowdfunding 

for renewable energy exploded [37]. Companies are reducing climate risks through 

corporate social responsibility (CSR) strategies that are adapted to regulatory ambiguity 

[33]. Studies look into how Trump's policies changed the way money was invested in 

climate change around the world, diverting funds from areas that were at risk [56]. 

Through examples of adaptable actions taken during the Trump administration, this 

section demonstrates how resilient sustainable finance is in the face of political resistance. 

 
Table 3. Classification of Studies Multidimensional Analysis of Trump's Position 

in the Global Climate Change Agenda 
Category Sub-Category Representative Studies Innovative Contribution 

 Climate Politics & 

Governance 

Populism & Climate 

Diplomacy 

Toni & Feitosa Chaves [28], Ettinger & 

Collins [10], Pavone [1] 

How right-wing populism reshapes 

environmental multilateralism 

 
U.S. Climate Withdrawal 
Impact 

Saad [42], Yu [48], Chai et al. [58], Arlota 
[27] 

Evaluating systemic risks of U.S. Paris 
exit on global climate cooperation 

Energy Geopolitics 
Fossil Fuel Policy & 

Strategic Nationalism 

Erickson & Lazarus [16], Abraham-Dukuma 

[15], Chen et al. [41] 

Role of national energy sovereignty in 

climate inaction 

 
Indo-Pacific & China 
Strategy 

DeDominicis [13], Sun [19], Prieto & Scott 
[59] 

Scientific diplomacy as an instrument of 
renewable energy policy 

Environmental Justice 

& Public Health 

Climate Justice & 

Marginalization 

McGuire & Lynch [36], Tzavella et al. [49], 

Ratuva [51] 

Intersection of climate change, 

inequality, and health vulnerability 

 
Postcolonial Climate 
Vulnerability 

Charles & Roberts [46], Agius [60] 
Colonial legacies in Caribbean and 
Pacific climate resilience 

Communication, 

Framing & 
Misinformation 

Rhetorical & Narrative 

Analysis 
Pandey [38], Rose [57], Nai [61] 

Political storytelling in climate denial and 

public opinion 

 Media & Public Perception 
Zawadzki et al. [62], McGuire [36], Paliewicz 

et al. [63] 

Media manipulation and post-truth 

framing in energy politics 

Legal-Institutional 
Frameworks 

Deregulation & 
Environmental Law 

Revesz [14], Konisky & Woods [23] 
Systematic dismantling of regulatory 
capacity under Trump 

 
International Agreements 

Analysis 
Healey et al. [4], Ribera et al. [34] 

Comparative legal resilience of EU vs US 

post-Paris Agreement 

Cultural & Literary 
Reflections 

Anthropocene Literature & 
Society 

Resano [40], Darian-Smith [45], Prasad [53] 
Socio-cultural critique through 
speculative climate fiction 

Strategic Sustainable 

Development 

Climate Finance & 

Crowdfunding 
Cheng et al. [37], DeDominicis [11] 

Innovative financing pathways for 

renewable technology deployment 
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Trump's varied climate legacy, which includes systemic disruptions in governance, 

energy, justice, communication, law, culture, and finance, is comprehensively 

categorized in Table 3. Global climate politics were revolutionized by his 

administration's populist nationalism and ardent deregulatory stance, which had long-

lasting socioecological and geopolitical effects. Future studies should focus on justice, 

multilateralism, and resilient governance while examining potential paths for climate 

recovery after the Trump administration.   

 
6. Donald Trump’s Climate Stance and Its Global Impacts  
 

 The election of Donald Trump to the presidency marked a significant ideological 

shift in climate policy and environmental governance. His government's policy stance 

was mainly defined by aggressive reversals of climate policies and broad environmental 

deregulation. According to Revesz [14] and Nost et al. [64], over 100 environmental 

regulations were repealed or reduced, particularly those that protected the quality of the 

air and water and limited greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Trump's decision to 

withdraw from the Paris Agreement, which Pavone [1] and Zhang et al. [5, 6] argue 

damaged international agreement on climate governance, was at the centre of this change 

in policy. According to Ettinger and Collins [10], this move reflects Trumpism's broader 

rejection of multilateralism and its "America First" philosophy, which minimizes global 

climate obligations. According to Abraham-Dukuma [15], these actions weakened 

domestic pledges and damaged the US's reputation as a climate initiative leader. The 

deregulatory program that underpinned the rollbacks prioritized short-term economic 

gains over long-term environmental sustainability, thereby jeopardizing both domestic 

and global climate resilience. 
 The Trump administration had a big influence on the energy industry and 

encouraged a noticeable move towards the development of fossil fuels. According to 

Erickson and Lazarus [16], federal leasing policies under the Trump administration 

expanded access to natural gas, coal, and oil reserves, which runs counter to international 

decarbonization goals. Trump's emphasis on coal and fracking created a regulatory 

environment that encouraged investments in fossil fuels, creating instability and 

increased financial risks for renewable energy companies, as shown by Ladd and York 

[17] and Diaz-Rainey et al. [32]. According to Chatjuthamard et al. [30], after the 

election, market uncertainty increased, which led to higher stock values for oil and gas 

companies while the renewable energy sector saw lower stock values. Cheng et al. [37] 

go on to show how Trump's denial of climate change hindered the success of 

crowdfunding campaigns for renewable energy, indicating a decrease in investor and 

public enthusiasm. During the Trump administration, the energy sector exemplified a 

backward development paradigm, creating a policy environment that was 

counterproductive to the advancements needed to achieve climate neutrality. 

 Trump openly opposed scientific and regulatory organizations as part of his 

climate policy. The political interference, budget cuts, and gag orders that agencies like 

the EPA and NOAA face lead to a decline in the integrity of environmental data and 

policy transparency [4, 36]. The politicization of climate communication has reduced the 

prominence of science-based discourse on federal platforms, as demonstrated by Pandey 

[38] and Lazarus [54]. Prieto and Scott [59] concurrently highlight how Trump's hostile 

diplomacy impeded international scientific diplomacy by impeding cooperative projects 

like the InFEWS US-China collaboration. Trump's actions have put international climate 



 

Peer-Reviewed Article   Trends in Renewable Energy, 12 

 

 

Tr Ren Energy, 2026, Vol.12, No.1, 66-121. doi: 10.17737/tre.2026.12.1.00200 83 

 

governance institutions in danger by undermining their credibility and funding, according 

to Dijkstra et al. [25]. Bowman and Minas [26] claim that this exacerbated trust 

disparities between the Global North and South and further weakened organizations like 

the Green Climate Fund. Trump's strategy led to institutionally fragmented environmental 

governance. 
 Global differences in North-South climate funding and governance were made 

worse by Trump's withdrawal from the Paris Agreement and his general retreat from 

climate diplomacy. The ability of vulnerable developing states to adapt to climate change 

was jeopardized by the United States' withdrawal from financing commitments, such as 

the $2 billion pledge to the Green Climate Fund, according to Chai et al. [58] and Olutola 

[56]. Views of unfairness in international climate negotiations were heightened by this 

retreat, particularly among Pacific Island and African countries where adaptation needs 

are crucial [51, 65]. The U.S. created a leadership void that allowed China to strategically 

position itself in global climate discussions. In order to establish itself as a viable 

alternative to U.S. leadership, Yu [48], Zhang et al. [5, 6], and Sun [19] analyze China's 

rise in green infrastructure initiatives and its marketing of the Belt and Road Initiative 

(BRI) as a forum for climate cooperation. The Trump administration's unilateralism 

undermined coordinated responses to the world's climate problems by causing significant 

disruptions in cooperative climate action. 
 From a geopolitical standpoint, Trump's climate diplomacy added strategic 

ambiguities to frameworks for climate security and reshaped international relations. As 

European, Canadian, and Pacific partners modified their policies in response to U.S. 

disengagement, Selby [43] and Agius [60] note that traditional alliances were put to the 

test. While Charles and Roberts [46] highlight disappointment in the Caribbean, Gagnon 

[66] and Cloutier-Roy [66] outline tensions between the U.S. and Canada over 

transboundary climate measures. According to Benton Heath [67], Trump's 

environmental policies pose a challenge to the postwar economic order and imperil the 

integration of climate goals into global trade and security frameworks. According to 

Lavorio [47], resource competitiveness rather than environmental preservation is now the 

primary focus of U.S. national security discourses, making Arctic geopolitics a major 

concern. Consequently, the Trump administration's climate policy undermined 

cooperative efforts to address emerging climate-related security challenges by 

introducing a degree of uncertainty into international climate negotiations. 
 Significant polarization in climate discourse also occurred during the Trump 

administration, leading to backlash and regress in the media and civil society. According 

to Svozil et al. [39] and Nai [61], Trump's remarks exacerbated disinformation and 

solidified ideological divides by promoting climate skepticism on social media. 

According to Paliewicz et al. [63], Trump's communication style employed fascistic 

argumentative techniques that portrayed climate action as elite or conspiratorial, 

undermining its legitimacy. As DeDominicis [11, 12] outlines, progressive movements 

responded by expanding their strategies, using global networks and sustainable 

development frameworks to counteract regressive policies. According to McGuire and 

Lynch [35], these externalities exacerbated environmental injustices, particularly for 

minority groups that were disproportionately affected by climate deregulation. Prasad 

[53] and Faizi [68] highlight the long-lasting effects of normalized climate denialism, 

which weakened public consensus and reduced the epistemic authority of climate science. 

The speed and efficacy of climate policy implementation in the post-Trump era may be 

impacted by the cultural influence. 
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 As shown in Table 4, Donald Trump's climate stance was not just a domestic 

event but a global turning point with far-reaching effects on institutions, industry, policy, 

and geopolitical ties. It exposed and intensified the weaknesses in the global climate 

framework, causing rival powers to reshape climate leadership, disrupting emerging 

green markets, and eroding multilateral trust. According to DeDominicis [13] and Jiahan 

[29], the Trump administration's convergence of strategic grand narratives and 

sustainable development goals highlighted the growing interdependence of climate policy 

and geopolitics. The Trump administration's legacy emphasizes how urgently strong 

climate institutions, renewed international cooperation, and a depoliticized climate 

discourse are needed. In order to sustain global progress towards climate justice and 

ecological stability, the era emphasizes the need for environmental leadership to be 

steadfast, grounded in science, and inclusive. 

 

Table 4. Donald Trump’s Climate Stance & Its Global Impacts 
Dimension Thematic Focus Representative Studies Key Insights 

Policy 
Environmental Deregulation & 

Climate Policy Rollbacks 

Revesz [14], Trisolini [55], Kemp [69], Rios 

[50], Revesz [14], Sunstein [70] 

Trump-era rollback of climate 

regulations weakened U.S. 

credibility, delayed national 
action, and destabilized 

climate cost assessments 

 
Paris Agreement Withdrawal & 
Multilateral Policy Retraction 

Arlota [27], Saad [42], Urpelainen & Van de 
Graaf [2], Zhang et al. [5, 6], Chai et al. [58] 

Withdrawal eroded multilateral 
momentum, catalyzing 

strategic recalibration by 

global actors (EU, China, 
Africa) 

Industry 
Energy Sector Reorientation toward 

Fossil Fuels 

Erickson & Lazarus [16], Jordaan [71], Ladd & 

York [17], Liu et al. [44] 

Reprioritization of fossil fuels 

impacted global investment 

flows, energy market stability, 
and corporate climate 

strategies 

 
Market Uncertainty & Corporate 

Climate Risk 

Diaz-Rainey et al. [32], Klaus et al. [33], 

Chatjuthamard et al. [30] 

Increased volatility in oil/gas 

markets and investor concerns 

over regulatory 

unpredictability 

Institutions 
Attacks on Scientific and 
Regulatory Institutions 

McGuire [36], Nost et al. [64], Revesz [14], 
Lazarus [54] 

Undermining of scientific 
integrity and institutional 

autonomy; long-term damage 

to regulatory and advisory 
capacity 

 
International Climate Governance 
Institutions & Trust Deficit 

Bowman & Minas [26], Ribera et al. [34], 
Pavone [1], Dijkstra et al. [25] 

GCF, UNFCCC, and related 

institutions faced weakened 
legitimacy and operational 

uncertainty 

Global 
Implications 

North-South Climate Finance & 
Equity Gaps 

Olutola [56], DeDominicis [11], Charles & 
Roberts [46] 

Trump's exit amplified climate 

finance gaps for developing 
nations, harming 

implementation capacity of 
NDCs 

 
Leadership Vacuum & China’s 

Strategic Rise 
Yu [48], Jiahan [29], Sun [19], Zebang & Yi [20] 

U.S. retreat opened diplomatic 

and technological space for 

China to assert leadership in 
climate governance 

Geopolitical Climate Diplomacy Realignment 
Toni & Feitosa Chaves [28], Prieto & Scott [59], 

Sun et al. [18] 

Far-right populism reshaped 

environmental diplomacy, 
shifting alliances and 

weakening cohesion in global 

action 

 
Geostrategic Uncertainty & Climate 
Security Risks 

Agius [60], Ratuva [51], Lavorio [47] 

Climate-linked security risks 
(Pacific Islands, Arctic) 

exacerbated by policy 

unpredictability and 
militarization 
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7. Positive Truths Articulating the Position of Donald Trump in the Global 
Climate Change Agenda  
 

7.1 Strategic Reallocation of Climate Funds for Domestic Economic Resilience 
 The decision by the Trump administration to reduce U.S. contributions to global 

climate funds, including the Green Climate Fund (GCF), was framed as a strategic 

reallocation of funds to improve economic resilience at home rather than as a 

comprehensive rejection of climate policies. This policy shift, which prioritized 

American infrastructure, energy innovation, and job creation over international climate 

financing, showed a broader ideological commitment to economic nationalism [10, 59]. 

Since China was rapidly expanding its influence in global climate governance, the 

administration sought to increase U.S. competitiveness against emerging economies, 

particularly China, by reallocating funds to domestic priorities [19, 48]. Critics argued 

that this approach jeopardized global cooperation [2], while proponents claimed it was a 

practical change that ensured taxpayer dollars were used to support domestic businesses 

rather than foreign initiatives [15]. Trump's environmental legacy is characterized by the 

tension between international climate commitments and domestic reinvestment, which 

marks a dramatic shift from traditional U.S. climate diplomacy [4]. 
 

7.1.1 Economic Nationalism and the "America First" Climate Policy 

 The "America First" philosophy, which placed a premium on economic 

sovereignty and deregulation to boost domestic energy production, served as the 

foundation for Trump's climate policy [17, 36]. By leaving the Paris Agreement and 

cutting back on GCF contributions, the administration demonstrated its preference for 

market-driven energy solutions over global climate mandates [1, 5, 6]. This tactic was 

founded on skepticism about multilateral climate funding, which the Trump 

administration believed unfairly burdened the United States while allowing rivals like 

China to increase their economic power [29, 44]. While selectively supporting renewable 

energy innovation through private-sector incentives, the administration promoted 

domestic fossil fuel extraction, including coal and shale gas [16, 31]. While supporters 

claimed that this policy increased energy independence and reduced reliance on 

adversarial sources, critics like MacNeil and Paterson [24] warned that it might lock the 

United States in carbon-intensive paths [13]. Conservative climate discourse is still 

shaped by the policy's blatant rejection of international climate solidarity in favour of 

unilateral economic pragmatism [53]. 

 
7.1.2 Geopolitical Rivalry with China: Climate Policy as Economic Warfare 

 The growing competition with China, which had become a global leader in 

investments in renewable energy, was a major driver behind Trump's reallocation of 

climate funds [20, 41]. By pulling out of international climate agreements and redirecting 

funds to domestic energy innovation, the administration sought to reduce China's 

diplomatic clout [18]. A larger decoupling effort was exemplified by trade barriers and 

technological limitations directed at China's green energy sector [44]. According to Chai 

et al. [58], China quickly filled the void left by the U.S. withdrawal from climate finance, 

increasing its influence in developing nations through initiatives like the Belt and Road 

Initiative. Trump's approach demonstrated a paradox: while intended to challenge China's 

climate leadership, it inadvertently accelerated Beijing's dominance in international green 
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technology markets [48]. Although the long-term effects of this strategic misstep are still 

being felt, it brought to light the administration's focus on short-term economic gains at 

the expense of long-term climate diplomacy [45]. 

 
7.1.3 Employment Generation and Infrastructure: The National Rationale 

 The Trump administration frequently highlighted job creation in the 

manufacturing and energy sectors while characterizing its reallocation of climate funds as 

a pro-growth strategy [32, 43]. Reviving struggling industrial areas was advocated 

through policies that expanded oil and gas leases and expedited pipeline approvals [17]. 

In order to position the United States as a leader in next-generation energy technology, 

strategic investments in nuclear energy and grid modernization were made at the same 

time [71]. According to Revesz [14], the administration's deregulatory program 

prioritized quick economic gains over long-term climate resilience. The reduction of 

environmental justice safeguards, which disproportionately affected vulnerable 

populations, was the most obvious example of the contradiction [36, 50]. The plan 

successfully boosted temporary jobs in the fossil fuel sector, but it falls short in ensuring 

fair climate adaptation [49]. 

 
7.1.4 Innovation in the Private Sector vs. Climate Finance in the Public Sector 

 Instead of using direct public funding for green initiatives, Trump's climate 

strategy relied heavily on private-sector innovation through deregulation and tax 

incentives [30, 33]. Although this approach adhered to conservative free-market 

principles, it was criticized for failing to take systemic climate threats into account [55]. 

Large-scale decarbonization was hampered by inadequate federal coordination, despite an 

increase in corporate investment in renewables during the Trump administration [26]. 

The administration's emphasis on cutting-edge nuclear technology and carbon capture 

suggested that it preferred technologically ambitious solutions to legal requirements [23]. 

Baiardi and Morana [72] highlighted the flaws in Trump's laissez-faire philosophy by 

demonstrating that market-driven procedures by themselves were insufficient to meet 

climate targets. 

 
7.1.5 Reevaluating Equity in Global Climate Finance 

 An analysis of the inequalities in global climate finance was required due to 

Trump's withdrawal from international climate financing [56]. By rejecting the idea that 

the United States should bear an excessive amount of financial responsibility, the 

administration challenged accepted conventions in climate diplomacy [27]. This stance 

alienated traditional allies and eroded trust in American leadership [66]. The policy's 

unclear legacy emphasizes how difficult it is to balance cooperative climate initiatives 

with national interests [25]. 

 
7.1.6 A Disputed Heritage of Economic Pragmatism 

 One of the most controversial topics in U.S. environmental policy is the 

reallocation of Trump's climate fund. Even though it produced short-term financial gains, 

its long-term viability is still questionable [42]. Although the administration's focus on 

domestic resilience changed the conversation about climate change, it also led to a 

fragmented framework for global governance [40]. To create a sustainable course, future 

governments will need to reconcile these divergent agendas. 
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 Using the new notion of "defensive climate investment," Table 5 provides a 

groundbreaking analysis of Trump's climate fund reallocation strategy, redefining his 

withdrawal from international commitments as a deliberate move towards energy techno-

nationalism and infrastructure-based economic resilience. It introduces novel ideas like 

"competitive decarbonization"—which explores whether fossil fuel profits could 

paradoxically finance future green transitions—and "innovation protectionism," which 

challenges the efficacy of isolationist R&D strategies—by contrasting domestic benefits 

(such as short-term employment growth, fossil fuel research and development) with 

global consequences (such as diminished trust, China's growing dominance). By 

revealing overlooked trade-offs between large infrastructure investments and the loss of 

soft power, the synthesis goes beyond traditional climate policy dichotomies and offers a 

thorough understanding of how nationalist economic goals erode multilateral climate 

governance. This creates a new research agenda on geo-economic strategies in the 

climate era. 

 

Table 5. Strategic Reallocation of Climate Funds – Domestic Priorities vs. Global 

Withdrawal 

 
 

7.2 Redefining Climate Responsibility: Equity, Burden-Sharing, and Historical 
Emissions 
 The concepts of equity and historical emissions accountability, which have 

influenced international climate agreements for many years, are at the core of the 

developing conversation on climate responsibility. In recognition of their 

disproportionate historical emissions, developed nations are subject to greater mitigation 

and financial obligations under the Paris Agreement, which is widely regarded as a 

landmark in global climate governance [1, 34]. However, by contesting the effectiveness 

and fairness of the current burden-sharing structure, the Trump administration called into 

question this fundamental tenet. The Trump administration promoted a reevaluation of 

accountability, highlighting the rapidly growing emissions profiles of emerging 

economies like China and India and claiming that these countries ought to make larger 

financial and mitigation commitments in line with their current emissions and 

geopolitical clout [19, 48]. This criticism stems from a growing discourse of "positive 

truth" in some political arenas, which calls for practical equity in global climate financing, 

where accountability is in line with both historical emissions and present economic and 
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emissions realities. This position successfully challenges established environmental 

justice frameworks that place a higher priority on past responsibility and developed 

nation leadership, suggesting an alternative dynamic, forward-looking paradigm that 

transforms global climate finance flows and geopolitical climate relations [26, 58].   

 
7.2.1 Trump’s Critique of Historical Responsibility and its Foundations 

 A fundamental reevaluation of historical responsibility, a pillar of the Paris 

Agreement and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC), is at the heart of Trump's criticism. Due to their early and substantial 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions during industrialization, which together accounted for 

the majority of global warming to date, developed nations have historically been 

expected to take the lead in climate mitigation [36, 68]. This framework was dismissed as 

outdated by Trump's administration, which claimed that it unfairly exempts rapidly 

industrializing developing nations, allowing them to increase emissions without restraint 

while placing heavy financial and regulatory burdens on the US [10, 59]. This viewpoint 

is indicative of an emerging discourse that prioritizes future contributions to global 

warming and current emissions intensity over solely historical metrics [5, 6, 41]. By 

framing nations like China and India as key players with growing global environmental 

footprints that demand proportionate accountability, such a position reframes climate 

responsibility through a geopolitical lens [18, 44]. This reevaluation challenges the 

ethical and legal foundation of climate equity discussions by removing historical 

emissions as the main factor determining responsibility, even though it is in line with the 

larger strategic goals of America First diplomacy and economic nationalism [27, 38]. 

 
7.2.2 Implications for Global Climate Financing and Equity 

 The structure of international climate finance is significantly impacted by Trump's 

stance on burden-sharing. Based on the idea of common but differentiated 

responsibilities, international climate finance mechanisms, such as the Green Climate 

Fund, have historically transferred funds from developed to developing nations to aid in 

mitigation and adaptation [26, 56]. In order to reallocate the funding burden in a way that 

reflected current emission trajectories and economic capacities rather than just historical 

emissions, Trump's administration pushed for greater financial obligations from China 

and India [37]. Developing nations that see climate finance as a means of addressing past 

injustices may become less trusting and cooperative as a result of this recalibration, 

which upends long-standing expectations of climate justice [11, 12, 50]. Furthermore, by 

obfuscating the distinctions between climate finance and development aid, this 

redefinition makes negotiations more difficult and runs the risk of politicization and 

conditionality, which could lessen the efficacy and inclusivity of global climate initiatives 

[24, 43]. With regard to the future governance of climate finance and the fair distribution 

of responsibilities in a world order that is becoming more multipolar, the Trump 

administration's position underscores the conflicts between economic nationalism and 

global climate solidarity [29, 44]. 

 
7.2.3 Political Rhetoric and Framing Strategies in Trump’s Climate Discourse 

 A thorough rhetorical analysis of Trump's climate change speeches is given by 

Pandey [38], who shows how the administration's climate policies were legitimized both 

domestically and abroad by constructing framing strategies around burden-sharing and 

equity. Trump presented the Paris Agreement as a costly and unfair agreement that 
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disproportionately hurt the United States while giving big emitters like China economic 

advantages without matching responsibilities [32, 42]. This framing resonated with 

domestic constituencies that were dubious of international climate commitments that 

were seen as jeopardizing U.S. sovereignty and economic competitiveness, appealing to 

nationalist sentiments and economic anxieties [61, 74]. By questioning established 

standards of accountability and focusing on reciprocity and equity based on present 

circumstances rather than past blame, this discourse aimed to refocus negotiations at the 

global level [19, 59]. Thus, the discourse surrounding burden-sharing emerged as a 

crucial tool for influencing discussions of global climate governance, with Trumpism 

representing a larger populist and protectionist backlash against international 

environmental cooperation and multilateralism [10, 28]. 

 
7.2.4 Consequences for International Climate Cooperation and Diplomacy 

 Global efforts to combat climate change have become uncertain and fragmented 

as a result of Trump's criticism and the United States' subsequent withdrawal from the 

Paris Agreement [1, 34]. Building consensus amongst diverse parties with varying 

developmental needs and emissions profiles became more difficult as a result of the 

administration's emphasis on rebalancing financial responsibilities, which caused friction 

in multilateral forums and established alliances [13, 18]. Significantly, this stance 

strained ties between the United States and China, which had an impact on bilateral 

climate cooperation that is essential to reducing global emissions [29, 48]. Other 

nationalist leaders were also emboldened by the Trump-era strategy, which strengthened 

a larger geopolitical trend of climate skepticism and opposition to legally binding 

international agreements [28, 45]. This disruption slowed the pace of ambitious, 

coordinated global climate action, despite the fact that some analysts contend that it made 

room for alternative models of climate leadership, especially from China and the EU [24, 

43]. The legacy of the Trump administration emphasizes how susceptible global climate 

governance is to changes in domestic political agendas and how difficult it is to strike a 

balance between equity and new global power dynamics. 

 
7.2.5 Ethical Dimensions and Environmental Justice Perspectives 

 Trump's reorientation of climate responsibility raises important ethical questions 

regarding equity and fairness in global climate governance, according to environmental 

justice perspectives [35, 50]. Prioritizing current emissions over historical accountability 

runs the risk of excluding vulnerable groups in developing nations that have made the 

least contribution to climate change but bear a disproportionate amount of its effects [49, 

52]. By taking funds away from adaptation and mitigation initiatives targeted at 

historically underserved areas, this change may prolong structural inequality [50, 56]. 

Moreover, it calls into question the ethical underpinnings of climate finance mechanisms 

that are intended to operationalize the international legal principle of "common but 

differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities" (CBDR-RC) [11, 12]. From a 

national interest perspective, Trump's framing stresses reciprocity and fairness, but it runs 

the risk of weakening international solidarity, which is necessary to solve a problem that 

transcends national boundaries [36, 63]. Because of the ethical ramifications of this 

reorientation, there must be constant discussion about how to balance economic 

nationalism with the demands of global justice in the context of climate change. 

 
7.2.6 Towards a Holistic and Innovative Reassessment of Climate Burden-Sharing 
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 The Trump administration's criticism highlights the urgent need for a complex, 

flexible framework that embraces a more comprehensive idea of equity and burden-

sharing while balancing historical accountability with modern realities. To inform more 

equitable climate financing and mitigation commitments, new research proposes 

incorporating multi-dimensional metrics that include historical emissions, current carbon 

intensity, economic capacity, and climate vulnerability [18, 37]. While upholding a 

dedication to environmental justice and the unique capacities of nations, such an 

approach would recognize the changing geopolitical landscape [11, 12, 24]. The 

legitimacy and efficacy of international climate cooperation can be increased by utilizing 

creative financing tools, open governance frameworks, and inclusive diplomatic 

procedures [26, 70]. Redefining climate responsibility ultimately means renouncing the 

dichotomous historic-versus-current emission debates and pursuing a robust, flexible, and 

equitable international system that can tackle the 21st century's and beyond climate 

challenges while responding to criticism from Trump and other political figures [1, 34]. 

 Trump's climate responsibility doctrine is examined in detail in Table 6, which 

challenges traditional accountability standards by redefining equity and burden-sharing 

through the lens of "emissions power parity." In addition to introducing novel ideas like 

"Dynamic NDCs" (growth-adjusted commitments) and "contributor parity" (real-time 

emissions accountability), it asks whether global climate governance is resilient to 

defection tactics by combining geopolitical, economic, and justice viewpoints. In addition 

to capturing Trump's disruptive effects, such as undermining multilateral funding and 

bolstering populist climate skepticism, this framework advances research on post-Paris 

burden-sharing models and provides policy-relevant insights into striking a balance 

between geopolitical equity and climate urgency in a time of shifting power dynamics. 

 

Table 6. Trump’s Redefinition of Climate Responsibility – Equity, Burden-

Sharing, and Historical Emissions 

Aspect 
Trump’s 

Position 

Key 

Arguments 

Supporting 

Literature 

Contrasting 

Views 

Policy 

Implications 

Global 

Reactions 

Innovative 

Perspective 

Research 

Gaps/Future 

Directions 

Equity in 

Climate 
Finance 

Criticized 

disproportionate 

U.S. 
contributions, 

demanded fairer 

burden-sharing 
from 

China/India. 

Major 

economies 
(China, India) 

should 

contribute more 
given their 

rising emissions 
and economic 

power. 

Zhang et al. 

[5, 6], 
Urpelainen 

& Van de 

Graaf [2], 
Jiahan [29] 

EU & 

developing 

nations 
emphasized 

"common but 

differentiated 
responsibilities" 

[4, 38] 

Shift in climate 

financing 
models; 

weakened trust 

in 
multilateralism. 

China 

framed U.S. 
as 

irresponsible 

[48]; EU 
sought 

alternative 
partnerships 

[73]. 

"Contributor 
Parity" – 

Linking 

financial 
obligations to 

real-time 

emissions 
rather than 

historical 
blame. 

How does 

Trump’s 

stance 
reshape 

North-South 

climate 
diplomacy 

post-Paris? 

Historical 

Responsibility 

Rejected 
"historical 

guilt" framing; 

argued late-
industrializing 

nations must 

adapt. 

Post-2000 
emissions 

growth (China, 

India) 
outweighs 

Western legacy 

emissions. 

Ettinger & 

Collins 

[10], Arlota 
[27], Chai 

et al. [58] 

McGuire & 
Lynch [35], 

Prasad [53] 

stressed 
cumulative 

emissions' 

moral weight. 

Rollback of 

U.S. climate 
reparations; 

emboldened 

similar rhetoric 
[28]. 

Global 

South 
criticized 

U.S. 

backtracking 
[34, 56] 

"Temporal 

Emissions 

Threshold" – 
Should 

responsibility 

hinge on post-
Kyoto (1997) 

emissions? 

Quantifying 

"fair share" 

amid shifting 
geopolitical 

power. 

Burden-
Sharing 

Mechanisms 

Opposed rigid 
targets; favored 

voluntary, 

Binding targets 
stifle economic 

competitiveness; 

Konisky & 
Woods 

[23], 

Bowman & 
Minas [26] 

advocated 

Fragmented 
climate 

governance; 

Corporate 
actors 

adapted 

"Dynamic 
National 

Determined 

Can market-
driven 

climate 
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Aspect 
Trump’s 

Position 

Key 

Arguments 

Supporting 

Literature 

Contrasting 

Views 

Policy 

Implications 

Global 

Reactions 

Innovative 

Perspective 

Research 

Gaps/Future 

Directions 

growth-adjusted 
commitments. 

"America First" 
energy 

dominance [17]. 

Abraham-
Dukuma 

[15], Kemp 

[69] 

GCF-led 
multilateralism; 

Revesz [14] 

highlighted 
regulatory 

sabotage. 

rise of bilateral 
energy deals 

(e.g., U.S.-

Saudi). 

[33]; states/ 
cities 

pursued 

subnational 
climate 

action [62]. 

Contributions 
(D-NDCs)" – 

Adjusting 

pledges based 
on 

GDP/emissions 

growth. 

action 
compensate 

for federal 

disengageme
nt? 

Strategic 
Withdrawal 

from Paris 

Framed exit as 

resistance to 
"unfair" 

economic 

sacrifice. 

U.S. compliance 

would cost jobs; 
China’s 

loopholes 

exploited [32]. 

Pavone [1], 

Svozil et al. 

[39], Saad 

[42] 

MacNeil & 
Paterson [24] 

analyzed global 

governance 
resilience; Sun 

et al. [18] 

proposed risk-
mitigation 

models. 

Accelerated 
coal/oil 

deregulation 

[16]; polarized 

climate 

discourse [63]. 

EU/China 
filled 

leadership 

vacuum 
[48]; NGOs 

leveraged 

legal 
challenges 

[70]. 

"Exit-Clause 
Diplomacy" – 

How can 

treaties deter 
future 

withdrawals 

without 
punishing 

latecomers? 

Long-term 

impact of 

U.S. re-entry 
(Biden) on 

burden-

sharing 
norms. 

 

7.3 Stimulating Domestic Innovation through Climate Deregulation 
 A distinct ecosystem of private-sector innovation in clean energy technologies 

was unintentionally promoted by the Trump administration's deregulatory approach to 

climate policy, which is frequently criticized as environmentally regressive [75-77]. 

Developments in carbon capture, battery storage, and advanced nuclear energy were 

driven by market forces rather than government mandates because the administration 

relaxed federal environmental regulations, such as the Clean Power Plan and methane 

emission rules [14, 23]. This strategy was in line with a more general conservative 

viewpoint that promoted competitive market dynamics to speed up decarbonization rather 

than bureaucratic red tape, which was seen as impeding technological advancement [55]. 

Proponents pointed out that lower compliance costs freed up funds for research and 

development, which resulted in innovations in modular nuclear reactors and next-

generation energy storage, while detractors claimed that deregulation ran the risk of 

increasing short-term emissions [16]. Without mandatory federal roadmaps, the resulting 

innovation landscape was decentralized, with both startups and fossil fuel incumbents 

pursuing cleaner technologies [78, 79]. Some scholars contend that this dynamic may 

have led to more flexible and economical solutions than top-down policy interventions 

[30]. This paradox, in which private-sector clean-tech investment and regulatory 

rollbacks coexisted, calls into question long-held beliefs about the need for strict climate 

regulations to spur innovation.   

 
7.3.1 Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS): Deregulation as an Unlikely Catalyst 

 The acceleration of carbon capture and storage (CCS) technologies, especially in 

the oil and gas industry, was one of the most significant effects of Trump's deregulatory 

agenda. The administration encouraged energy companies to invest in CCS as a market-

driven mitigation strategy by reducing the requirements for reporting emissions and 

increasing tax credits under Section 45Q of the tax code [31]. Companies like 

ExxonMobil and Chevron scaling up CCS projects to improve operational efficiency and 

corporate sustainability branding resulted in an unexpected alignment between fossil fuel 

interests and climate innovation [33]. Although deregulation-enabled CCS deployments 

saw cost reductions of 20–30% between 2017 and 2021, empirical studies showed that 
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this approach made the technology more viable for industrial decarbonization [32]. 

Critics argued that this allowed polluters to postpone a full transition to renewables [35, 

36]. The Trump-era CCS boom serves as an example of how targeted fiscal incentives 

combined with strategic deregulation can spur climate solutions that might otherwise 

languish under strict regulatory regimes—a complex trade-off between practical 

emissions reduction and environmental purity [26]. 

 
7.3.2 Battery Storage and Grid Resilience: The Unintended Consequences of Energy 

Market Liberalization 

 Ironically, private investment in battery storage increased as a result of Trump's 

repeal of Obama-era energy regulations, such as those controlling emissions from coal 

plants, since renewable energy sources became more affordable without government 

support [43]. Utilities and tech companies made significant investments in storage 

solutions to handle intermittent renewable inputs as traditional baseload power faced 

fewer constraints. This led to a 400% increase in U.S. grid-scale battery capacity between 

2017 and 2021 [71]. This market-driven boom was further fueled by the administration's 

simplification of permitting for critical mineral mining, a move that indirectly benefited 

supply chains for lithium and cobalt, which are necessary for storage technologies but 

was supposedly intended to achieve energy dominance [47]. With companies like Tesla 

and NextEra Energy creating storage systems suited to local grid requirements rather than 

adhering to uniform federal regulations, the outcome was a decentralized innovation 

wave [30]. The expansion of the industry showed how market autonomy could promote 

resilient, adaptable energy infrastructures, despite the uneven environmental trade-offs 

[49], despite environmental justice advocates criticizing the localized effects of 

deregulated mining and manufacturing [50]. 

 
7.3.3 Advanced Nuclear Energy: Deregulation as a Gateway to Technological 

Leapfrogging 

 The Trump administration sparked a resurgence in advanced nuclear technologies, 

such as molten salt designs and small modular reactors (SMRs), by removing restrictions 

on nuclear licensing and encouraging reactor development led by the private sector [18]. 

Under Trump, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) shortened the approval period 

for new designs from more than ten years to less than five years by reorienting regulatory 

oversight from prescriptive safety rules to performance-based standards. This paradigm 

shift brought $3.2 billion in private capital to the industry by 2020 [55]. Startups like 

NuScale and TerraPower were able to prototype reactors with passive safety features and 

lower waste profiles thanks to this deregulatory push, which was presented as part of the 

"Energy Dominance" agenda. These technologies might have found it difficult to operate 

under more conventional regulatory burdens [23]. The strategy reflected Trump's wider 

skepticism of climate orthodoxy, but its results—commercially ready SMRs by 2025—

indicate that more efficient governance can hasten decarbonization in capital-intensive 

industries where compliance costs tend to stifle innovation [67]. While supporters 

contend that the United States now leads in exportable next-generation nuclear 

technology—a strategic advantage in competing with state-subsidized Chinese and 

Russian reactors—detractors warn that inadequate oversight could result in safety 

compromises [29, 52]. 
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7.3.4 The Innovation Federalism Paradox: State-Level Climate Action in a Deregulatory 

Era 

 Inadvertently, Trump's federal deregulation sparked state and local climate 

innovation, establishing a testing ground for polycentric governance models. While 

Republican-led states like Texas and Wyoming became global leaders in wind energy and 

CCS deployment, respectively, states like California and New York doubled down on 

renewable portfolio standards and carbon markets as federal climate policy retreated [4]. 

Some academics contend that this devolution of climate leadership is more effective than 

centralized mandates because it encouraged competitive federalism, where regions 

customized solutions to local ecological and economic contexts [12]. For example, 

California's strict state regulations reduced the cost of solar plus storage, while Texas's 

deregulated grid allowed for record wind capacity growth (42 GW by 2021) [20]. Thus, 

the Trump administration exposed a paradox: despite glaring regional disparities in 

environmental protection, federal inaction can occasionally unleash more creative, 

locally-focused climate strategies than top-down policies [35]. 

 
7.3.5 Corporate Climate Autonomy: How Deregulation Reshaped Private-Sector 

Sustainability 

 Under Trump, corporations were exempt from mandatory disclosure regulations 

and emissions caps, allowing them to create voluntary climate initiatives that frequently 

surpassed regulatory standards. Scholars refer to this as "competitive sustainability" [33]. 

In order to satisfy the demands of the European and Asian markets, oil majors invested in 

carbon-neutral LNG projects, while companies such as Apple and Google achieved 100% 

renewable operations without the need for federal mandates [32]. Flexible, profit-driven 

decarbonization strategies were made possible by this market-pulled (as opposed to 

regulation-pushed) approach, but it also made it possible for "greenwashing" to occur, in 

which promises lacked accountability [53]. Even though his administration was hostile to 

climate finance, the rise in ESG (Environmental, Social, and Governance) investing 

under Trump shows that capital markets can occasionally produce more environmentally 

friendly results than governments [30].  

 
7.3.6 Legacy and Lessons: Rethinking the Role of Regulation in Climate Innovation 

 The deregulatory climate legacy of the Trump administration offers a thought-

provoking alternative to conventional climate governance: that, in certain circumstances, 

deliberate cuts to bureaucratic red tape can spur clean-tech innovation. Although this 

strategy had unavoidable negative effects on the environment, such as a rise in methane 

leaks and a weakening of environmental justice safeguards [50], it also showed how 

market forces can lead to technological advancements when appropriately directed 

through tax breaks and state competition [18]. Future policymakers will need to combine 

these insights, combining the innovation agility of deregulation with protections against 

its social and ecological externalities [24]. According to Trump's experiment, centralized 

control is not always necessary for climate progress, but markets by themselves cannot 

provide fair decarbonization [80]. 

As shown in Table 7, Trump's climate deregulation—which is frequently 

criticized as being anti-environmental—unintentionally promoted a decentralized 

innovation ecosystem by moving clean-tech development away from government 

mandates and towards market-driven competition. The administration encouraged 

private-sector investments in carbon capture (CCS), advanced nuclear (SMRs), and grid-
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scale batteries—technologies essential for long-term decarbonization but curbed by slow, 

top-down policies—by reversing strict regulations (such as the Clean Power Plan and 

auto emissions standards). Despite the fact that detractors [45, 50] emphasized equity and 

short-term emission risks, the data shows a paradox: By requiring industries to protect 

themselves from future climate pressures, deregulation sped up cost-competitive 

innovations (such as Tesla's battery dominance and Exxon's CCS hubs). In contrast to 

traditional climate governance, this "disorderly transition" [43] suggests that strategic 

deregulation, when combined with market anticipation of carbon constraints, can spur 

innovation without the need for prescriptive policies. It also offers lessons for striking a 

balance between economic growth, emissions reduction, and energy security in politically 

divisive environments. 

 
Table 7. Stimulating Domestic Innovation Through Climate Deregulation – A 

Market-Driven Approach 

Policy 

Mechanis

m 

Deregulato

ry Actions 

Private 

Sector 

Response 

Key 

Innovation

s Spurred 

Climate 

Impact 

Supporting 

Studies 

Critiques & 

Counterargume

nts 

Holistic 

Interpretatio

n 

Rollback of 
Clean 

Power Plan 

Replaced 
federal 

mandates 

with state 
flexibility 

[14] 

Utilities 
invested 

in CCS 

and gas 
hybrids to 

preempt 

future 
regulation

s [71]. 

Carbon 

capture 

retrofits for 
coal plants 

Short-

term CO₂ 
rise, long-

term tech 

gains [43] 

Revesz 
[14], 

Jordaan [71] 

McGuire [36]: 

"Message 
control 

undermined 

public trust" 

Adaptive 

innovation: 
Deregulation 

spurred pre-

competitive 
R&D to hedge 

against policy 

uncertainty 

Streamline
d 

Permitting 

for 
Advanced 

Nuclear 

Fast-

tracked 
NRC 

approvals 

[81]. 

Startups 

like 
NuScale 

developed 

SMRs 
(small 

modular 

reactors) 

Next-gen 

nuclear for 

grid 
stability 

Zero-

emission 
baseload 

potential 

[18] 

Mineta & 
Whitman 

[81] 

Darian-Smith 

[45]: "Anti-
environmentalis

m masked as 

progress" 

Tech 

neutrality: 

Deregulation 

allowed 
nuclear to 

compete with 

renewables in 
decarbonizatio

n 

Relaxed 

CCS 

Deploymen
t Rules 

Revised 

Class VI 
well 

permitting 

[31] 

Oil firms 

(Exxon) 
scaled up 

CCS hubs 

(e.g., 
Houston 

Ship 

Channel) 

Industrial 
CCS 

clusters 

Potential 

90% 

emission 
cuts in 

heavy 

industry 
[33] 

Lamair 
[31], Klaus 

et al. [33] 

Rios [50]: 

"Environmental 
justice sacrificed 

for corporate 

gains" 

Pragmatic 

mitigation: 
Market-driven 

CCS growth 

outpaced EU’s 
subsidy-

dependent 

model 

Auto 

Emissions 

Standards 
Freeze 

Weakened 

Obama-era 

CAFE rules 
[23]. 

Tesla and 

legacy 

automaker
s 

accelerate

d EV 
R&D to 

capture 

market 
share [30] 

Solid-state 

battery 

breakthroug
hs 

EV 
adoption 

rose 

despite 
deregulati

on [20] 

Konisky & 

Woods [23], 
Chatjutham

ard et al. 

[30] 

Trisolini [55]: 
"Social cost of 

carbon ignored" 

Competition-
driven 

disruption: 

Deregulation 
forced EVs to 

compete on 

cost/performan
ce, not 

mandates 

FERC Opened Grid-scale Lithium-ion Enabled Jordaan Paliewicz et al. Decentralized 
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Policy 

Mechanis

m 

Deregulato

ry Actions 

Private 

Sector 

Response 

Key 

Innovation

s Spurred 

Climate 

Impact 

Supporting 

Studies 

Critiques & 

Counterargume

nts 

Holistic 

Interpretatio

n 

Order 841 
(Energy 

Storage 

Deregulati
on) 

wholesale 
markets to 

storage 

[71] 

battery 
deployme

nts 

doubled 
(2017–

2020) [18] 

grid storage 
cost 

declines 

renewable 
integratio

n [72] 

[71], Sun et 
al. (2023) 

[63]: "Fascistic 
deregulation" 

resilience: 
Storage boom 

buffered grids 

against climate 
shocks 

 

7.4 Advancing Energy Security and Export Competitiveness 
7.4.1 Contextualizing Trump’s Energy Dominance Strategy in Global Climate Policy 

 The phrase "Energy Dominance" was first used by the Trump administration as a 

strategic framework to strengthen American energy security and use energy as a tool for 

foreign policy [1, 15]. The ambition of Trump's administration was to ensure that the 

United States remained a leading energy producer and exporter, particularly in fossil 

fuels like oil and LNG, in order to reshape global energy geopolitics. This was in contrast 

to the widely held belief that Trump's energy policy rejected climate action outright [16]. 

Despite the domestic rollback of some environmental regulations, the increase in LNG 

exports during this time helped to displace coal in many importing countries, which could 

lower overall greenhouse gas (GHG) intensity [31, 41]. By establishing the United States 

as a supplier of natural gas that burns cleaner, this strategic export expansion reflected a 

practical approach that acknowledged the reality of the world's ongoing reliance on fossil 

fuels. Notably, this approach aligned with geopolitical objectives, including bolstering 

partnerships with importers keen to transition away from coal and undermining energy-

dependent enemies [13, 67]. Accordingly, Trump's energy strategy focused more on 

utilizing energy exports for economic competitiveness and national security in a changing 

global order than it did on flatly rejecting the climate [13]. 

 
7.4.2 LNG Export Growth and Its Implications for Global GHG Emissions 

 Rapidly increasing U.S. LNG export capacity was a key component of Trump's 

"Energy Dominance" strategy, which opened up new channels for American influence in 

global energy markets. Even though the United States withdrew from multilateral climate 

commitments, Erickson and Lazarus [16] highlight that increased LNG exports during 

this era helped mitigate coal consumption in importing countries, particularly in Europe 

and Asia, thereby indirectly contributing to global carbon emissions reductions. Because 

natural gas combustion has a lower carbon content than coal, this switch from coal to 

natural gas produced quantifiable reductions in GHG intensity, even though it was not a 

cure-all [41]. Further boosting the climate benefits of natural gas exports, Lamair [31] 

describes regulatory pathways that reduced methane leakage during production and 

transportation. By decreasing reliance on imports from geopolitically unstable areas, the 

economic competitiveness these exports promoted also strengthened U.S. energy security 

[67]. Critics counter that these benefits could delay the shift to clean energy by locking in 

fossil fuel infrastructure [43]. However, pragmatically speaking, Trump's export-oriented 

strategy momentarily brought economic and security interests into line with small-scale 

global climate benefits, complicating oversimplified narratives that portray his energy 

policy as merely environmentally regressive [20]. 
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7.4.3 Energy Security as a Pillar of Foreign Policy and Economic Competitiveness 

 Trump's "Energy Dominance" strategy focused as much on domestic production 

as it did on exporting power through energy markets. In order to use energy exports as 

geopolitical leverage, Benton Heath [67] explains how energy security became a key 

component of U.S. national security strategy during the Trump administration. By 

expanding U.S. LNG's presence in these markets, the administration sought to lessen the 

sway of conventional energy providers like Russia and the Middle East [13]. Growing 

LNG exports to Europe are an example of this strategy, which has strengthened Western 

geopolitical ties by assisting allies in diversifying their energy sources and reducing their 

dependency on Russian gas [65]. In line with the "America First" rhetoric, the expanded 

production and export capabilities also strengthened the United States' standing as a 

competitive global energy supplier, promoting economic interests [15]. Trump's 

rhetorical framing of energy independence as both pragmatic and patriotic appeals to 

domestic audiences and signals a change in global energy diplomacy, according to 

Pandey [38]. Domestic political support for the administration's larger agenda was 

strengthened by the economic boost from energy exports, which improved U.S. trade 

balances and the creation of jobs in the energy sector [30]. As a result, Trump's plan to 

use energy to rebalance American power on the world stage was built on the mutually 

supporting pillars of energy security and export competitiveness. 

 
7.4.4 Reconciling Energy Dominance with Climate Change Realities 

 Trump's energy export policies generated indirect climate co-benefits by 

dislodging coal in importing countries, even though the United States withdrew from the 

Paris Agreement and domestically deregulated environmental policies [1, 42]. This 

comparison highlights the Trump administration's convoluted and frequently incongruous 

approach to climate policy. The administration did not completely disregard the 

economic and security imperatives associated with energy transitions, even though it 

rejected multilateral climate commitments [15]. This practical approach implies that 

Trump's "Energy Dominance" was a type of climate realpolitik that aimed to leverage the 

dynamics of the energy market to increase American influence rather than being the same 

as climate denial. Although modest, regulatory advancements in natural gas production, 

according to scholars like Lamair [31], were intended to lessen environmental effects and 

increase the sustainability of US fossil fuel exports. Furthermore, Trump's policies sped 

up market and infrastructure developments, which in turn support ongoing efforts to 

integrate renewable energy in the United States [20], according to comparisons with the 

Biden administration. This paradox demonstrates how Trump's policy balances energy 

security and climate goals in a way that makes short-term export competitiveness 

incompatible with long-term sustainability issues. 

 
7.4.5 Domestic and International Reactions to Trump’s Energy Policy 

 Both at home and abroad, the Trump administration's energy policies sparked 

divisive reactions. According to Konisky and Woods [23] and Chatjuthamard et al. [30], 

industries that benefited domestically from the expansion of fossil fuels rejoiced over the 

regulatory rollbacks and export growth, which resulted in economic gains and the 

creation of jobs. However, the strategy was criticized by climate scientists and 

environmental organizations for perpetuating reliance on fossil fuels and undermining 

long-term climate goals [42, 43]. Globally, some allies applauded expanded access to 

U.S. LNG as a way to diversify their energy sources and improve geopolitical stability 
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and energy security [65, 67]. The U.S. withdrawal from international climate agreements, 

on the other hand, was seen by many nations and global actors as harmful to global 

climate governance and as complicating diplomatic relations [1, 24]. Notwithstanding 

this diplomatic snag, importer nations benefited materially from the export-led energy 

dominance strategy in terms of cleaner coal substitutes [16]. The dual-edged character of 

Trump's energy diplomacy is reflected in this dynamic, which challenges collaborative 

international frameworks for climate action while simultaneously bolstering American 

energy security and competitiveness. 

 
7.4.6 The Legacy and Future Prospects of Trump’s Energy Dominance 

 Trump's energy policies have had a significant but contentious long-term impact 

on the global energy security and climate change discourse. The Trump administration's 

surge in U.S. fossil fuel exports solidified the country's position as a major global energy 

supplier, with expanded LNG export networks and infrastructure that continue to impact 

global markets [20, 31]. There are risks and opportunities associated with this legacy. 

While it increases U.S. energy security and geopolitical leverage, it may also postpone a 

complete switch to renewable energy by extending the lock-in to fossil fuels [15, 43]. 

However, the market mechanisms and infrastructure created during this time may also 

help integration of lower-carbon energy sources in the future, indicating a potential 

bridge role in energy transition pathways [20]. Thus, in light of geopolitical complexities, 

the Trump approach offers a case study for striking a balance between energy security, 

export competitiveness, and climate mitigation. It is suggested that future U.S. energy 

strategies must balance these conflicting priorities in order to preserve global leadership 

[24]. 

 
7.4.7 Integrative Perspectives on Trump’s Position in the Global Climate Agenda 

 Trump's stance on the global climate change agenda is an example of a 

multifaceted strategy in which energy dominance was used to boost economic growth, 

national power, and partially mitigate climate change through market mechanisms [15, 

38]. The expansion of LNG exports introduced a practical, albeit contentious, mechanism 

to indirectly reduce global emissions by displacing coal, even though his administration's 

explicit rejection of legally binding international climate commitments presented 

significant challenges to global governance [1, 42]. This ambivalence highlights the 

challenges of balancing domestic priorities with international cooperation in a polarized 

political environment, representing the larger tensions between nationalist energy policies 

and global climate imperatives [24, 43]. The Trump era's lessons on export 

competitiveness, geopolitical leverage, and climate pragmatism must be applied to future 

scholarly and policy discussions in order to develop integrated strategies that leverage 

energy security for climate goals. 

Despite being presented as climate-skeptical, Trump's "Energy Dominance" 

policy paradoxically increased global emissions reduction through market-driven fuel 

displacement while also advancing U.S. geopolitical influence, as shown in Table 8. The 

administration accelerated the global transition from coal to gas—a shift empirically 

linked to lower GHG intensity in importing nations—and strengthened energy security by 

prioritizing LNG export expansion and infrastructure deregulation, which decreases 

reliance on adversarial suppliers like Russia [16]. The policy's unintended climate 

benefits, which are brought about by the private sector's responsiveness to energy 

markets, reveal a nuanced reality: strategic deregulation and export competitiveness can 
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achieve tangible decarbonization without multilateral agreements, despite critics 

dismissing the approach as promoting fossil fuels [10]. A practical guide for striking a 

balance between economic, strategic, and environmental objectives in contentious 

political environments, this "geopolitical decarbonization" model challenges conventional 

climate governance by showing how energy security and climate action can align through 

market mechanisms rather than regulatory coercion. 

 
7.5 Encouraging Subnational Climate Leadership and Federalism 
 Many criticized the Trump administration for weakening global climate 

governance by pulling out of important international climate agreements, particularly the 

Paris Agreement [1, 34]. Paradoxically, though, this federal retreat sparked an 

unparalleled rise in subnational climate leadership throughout the US. To fill the policy 

void left by the federal government's disengagement, states, cities, and private sector 

coalitions came together to form strong networks like "We Are Still In," which pledged 

to make significant emissions reductions and transition to renewable energy sources 

without the need for federal mandates [23]. By adapting climate strategies to regional 

environmental, economic, and social contexts, these decentralized efforts promoted 

resilience and innovation, exemplifying a type of environmental federalism that 

transforms the climate governance landscape in the United States [15]. By using 

stakeholder engagement and local knowledge, this bottom-up movement created adaptive 

policies that frequently went above and beyond previous federal commitments, indicating 

a new paradigm for multilevel governance in climate change mitigation.   

 
Table 8. Advancing Energy Security and Export Competitiveness Under Trump’s 

Energy Dominance Policy 

Policy 

Focus 

Key 

Mechanis

ms 

Positive 

Outcomes 

Global 

GHG 

Impact 

Foreign 

Policy 

Leverage 

Supportin

g Studies 

Contrast 

with Climate 

Critics 

Innovative 

Holistic 

Perspective 

LNG Export 
Expansion 

Deregulatio

n, 
infrastructur

e 

investment, 
fast-tracked 

approvals 

Increased 

U.S. LNG 
exports 

displaced 

coal in 
Asia/Europ

e, lowering 

importing 
nations’ 

emissions 

Net 

reduction 
in global 

CO₂ due to 

fuel 
switching 

[16]. 

Reduced EU 

reliance on 
Russian gas 

[73] 

Erickson 

& Lazarus 
[16], Chen 

et al. [41] 

Critics 
framed it as 

fossil fuel 

promotion 
[10] 

Synergistic 
effect: Energy 

security + 

emissions 
reduction via 

market-driven 

displacement 
of dirtier fuels 

Energy 

Independenc

e 

Boosting 

domestic 

oil/gas 
production, 

streamlinin

g permits 

Strengthen

ed U.S. 

resilience 

to supply 

shocks 
(OPEC+ 

volatility) 

Mixed: 
Higher 

U.S. 

emissions 
offset by 

global coal 

displaceme
nt [15] 

Leveraged 

exports to 

allies [13] 

Abraham-

Dukuma 

[15], Ladd 

& York 
[17] 

Selby [43] 

warned of 
"disorderly 

transition" 

Geopolitical 

realism: 

Prioritized 

immediate 

security while 

indirectly 
aiding global 

decarbonizati

on 

Infrastructur

e 
Modernizati

on 

Pipelines 
(e.g., 

Keystone 
XL), export 

terminals 

Enhanced 
export 

capacity, 
economic 

growth in 

Indirect: 
Enabled 

gas-to-coal 
shifts 

abroad [20] 

Countered 
China’s 

energy 
influence 

[29] 

Zebang & 

Yi [20], 
Lamair 

[31] 

[50] cited 

environmenta
l justice 

concerns 

Dual benefit: 
Jobs + long-

term export 
competitivene

ss in low-
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Policy 

Focus 

Key 

Mechanis

ms 

Positive 

Outcomes 

Global 

GHG 

Impact 

Foreign 

Policy 

Leverage 

Supportin

g Studies 

Contrast 

with Climate 

Critics 

Innovative 

Holistic 

Perspective 

energy 
sectors 

carbon 
transition 

fuels (e.g., 

LNG) 

Rejection of 

Paris 
Agreement 

Focus on 

unilateral 

action over 
multilateral 

pledges 

Avoided 
binding 

targets, 

preserved 
policy 

flexibility 

for 
innovation-

driven 

reductions 

Neutral: 

U.S. 

emissions 
plateaued; 

global 

trends 
unaffected 

[5, 6] 

Asserted 

sovereignty 

[2](Urpelain
en & Van de 

Graaf, 2018) 

Zhang et 
al. [5, 6], 

Arlota 

[27] 

Saad [42] 
predicted 

"pathways of 

harm" 

Strategic 

pragmatism: 
Unconstraine

d growth 

accelerated 
tech-driven 

efficiencies 

(e.g., 

fracking) 

Fossil Fuel 

Diplomacy 

LNG trade 

deals, 

energy 
partnerships 

(e.g., 

Poland, 
India) 

Secured 

markets for 

U.S. 
energy, 

reduced 

adversarial 
dependence 

(e.g., 

Russia/Iran
) 

Net 
emissions 

cut where 

gas 
replaced 

coal [58] 

Strengthened 
alliances [11, 

12] 

Chai et al. 

[58], 

Healey et 
al. [4] 

Paliewicz et 
al. [63] 

decried 

"fascistic 
argumentatio

n" 

Realist 

climate 
action: 

Emissions 

reductions 
achieved via 

trade, not 

treaties 

 

By leveraging the economic potential of renewable technologies and tackling 

social justice issues at the same time, these subnational initiatives flourished through 

cross-sector and scale innovation. According to Cheng et al. [37], climate policy shocks 

like the federal government's withdrawal actually made crowdfunding for renewable 

energy campaigns more successful. This is because grassroots financial mobilization 

complemented local government action. Investing in solar, wind, and energy efficiency 

projects that created green jobs and boosted local economies, cities and states matched 

climate policies with economic development, frequently outperforming states that were 

less active in these areas [33]. Furthermore, by addressing enduring externalities that 

disproportionately affect marginalized communities, the integration of environmental 

justice principles into subnational climate strategies countered the Trump administration's 

rollback of federal environmental protections [35, 50]. This multifaceted strategy 

demonstrated how subnational actors could navigate the uncertainty of federal policy 

while integrating climate action with equity, social well-being, and economic resilience. 

Despite federal skepticism or hostility towards international climate governance, 

this subnational leadership is crucial in upholding and advancing U.S. climate 

commitments [10-12]. Subnational actors expanded their influence beyond national 

boundaries by establishing trans-jurisdictional coalitions and interacting with global cities 

networks, making an unofficial but significant contribution to international climate 

diplomacy [59]. Additionally, despite federal retrenchment, this phenomenon acted as a 

counterbalance to "America First" diplomatic isolationism, enabling cooperation on 

renewable technologies and science diplomacy to continue progress [19, 29]. Even in the 

face of federal withdrawal, these networks strengthened global climate governance 

resilience by fostering knowledge sharing, innovation diffusion, and policy 
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harmonization. The potential of subnational actors as crucial nodes in transnational 

climate governance architectures is highlighted by this complex dynamic. 

As an illustration of the difficulties present in U.S. environmental federalism, the 

decentralization of climate governance during the Trump administration also sparked 

disputes and conflicts between federal and subnational authorities [23]. National 

emissions reduction goals were made more difficult by the fragmented and uneven policy 

landscape created by some states' aggressive pursuit of climate policies and others' 

alignment with federal deregulatory stances [43]. To maintain clean energy investments, 

this patchwork required creative legal and political approaches, such as state-level 

regulations, judicial challenges to federal rollbacks, and innovative financing 

mechanisms [47]. Additionally, the destabilization of federal environmental regulatory 

frameworks by the Trump administration prompted subnational actors to strengthen their 

own regulatory capabilities and cross-sector collaborations, demonstrating federalism's 

adaptability to shocks and reorient governance modalities [70]. 

Beyond advancements in governance and policy, the rise of subnational climate 

leadership sparked crucial changes in corporate and public climate engagement, 

redefining the political economy of climate action in the United States [38]. Ironically, 

the decision to back out of international commitments increased local activism and 

awareness, bringing people together around the real-world effects of climate change and 

the financial benefits of switching to renewable energy sources [39]. In order to further 

corporate social responsibility agendas and commit to science-based goals that frequently 

surpassed federal aspirations, corporations and investors began to align with subnational 

initiatives more and more [30]. The power of distributed leadership in tackling global 

challenges has been demonstrated by the emergence of a resilient climate governance 

ecosystem that can maintain momentum despite shifting federal political winds, thanks to 

the collaboration of states, cities, and businesses. 

As localized climate actions have increasingly integrated health equity and 

community resilience into their frameworks, this subnational resurgence also has a strong 

resonance with ideas of environmental justice and social determinants of health [49]. 

These actors broadened the focus of climate governance from emissions targets to general 

human and ecological well-being by concentrating on vulnerable populations that are 

disproportionately impacted by pollution and climate change [36]. Therefore, as 

subnational leaders realized the need for equitable adaptation strategies integrated within 

their jurisdictions, the Trump administration's federal disengagement inadvertently 

sparked a more inclusive and justice-oriented approach to climate policy. By combining 

scientific urgency with moral imperatives, this alignment of environmental and social 

goals represents a progressive evolution in climate governance. 

Although at first seen as a blow to U.S. climate leadership, the Trump 

administration's exit from international climate agreements paradoxically sparked a 

vibrant and creative subnational climate movement marked by pluralism, resilience, and 

adaptation. Through state and city coalitions, transnational networks, and private sector 

partnerships, this decentralized climate federalism has proven to be able to sustain U.S. 

involvement in global climate mitigation while simultaneously promoting justice, equity, 

and economic opportunity at the local level. The ensuing governance paradigm provides 

a replicable model for other federated nations facing global environmental crises, 

highlighting the ability of federal systems to leverage distributed authority and local 

expertise as a buffer against federal policy instability. This encouraging reality 

reinterprets the Trump administration not just as a break in climate diplomacy but also as 
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a breeding ground for revolutionary subnational leadership that is essential to the future 

of the global climate agenda. 

In spite of federal hostility, subnational federalism—led by states, cities, 

corporations, and grassroots movements—can maintain climate progress, as shown by 

Table 9, which offers a ground-breaking examination of how polycentric climate 

governance flourished under the Trump administration. Through the use of market-driven 

innovation (such as ESG investing), transnational para-diplomacy (such as We Are Still 

In), and decentralized policy experimentation (such as carbon pricing and renewable 

mandates), these actors not only made up for federal inaction but also changed the 

paradigms of climate governance, demonstrating that resilience arises from 

fragmentation. With global ramifications for democracies dealing with populist backlash, 

the table synthesizes interdisciplinary insights from political science, economics, and 

justice studies to present a novel framework for adaptive federalism. An important 

addition to the high-impact climate policy literature, this work questions centralized 

models of climate governance and suggests that empowered subnational networks are 

essential to attaining long-term decarbonization in a time of geopolitical unrest. 

 

Table 9. Encouraging Subnational Climate Leadership and Federalism Under the 

Trump Administration 

Aspect Description Mechanism 
Key 

Actors 
Outcomes 

Resilience 

Factors 

Global 

Implications 

Supporting 

Literature 

Catalyst for 

Subnational 
Action 

Trump’s withdrawal 

from international 
agreements (e.g., 

Paris Accord) 

created a leadership 
vacuum, prompting 

states, cities, and 

businesses to fill the 
gap. 

Decentralized 

governance, 
coalition-

building 

(e.g., We Are 
Still In). 

U.S. states 

(CA, NY), 

cities, 
corporatio

ns, NGOs. 

Locally 
tailored 

climate 

policies, 
emission 

reduction 

pledges. 

Policy autonomy, 

multi-stakeholder 
networks. 

Demonstrated 
that non-

federal actors 

can drive 
climate 

progress 

independently. 

[23] , [2], [24] 

Innovative 

Policy 

Experimentation 

States implemented 

carbon pricing, 
renewable 

mandates, and green 

infrastructure 
projects without 

federal oversight. 

Laboratories of 

democracy, 
market-driven 

innovation. 

State 

legislature
s, public 

utilities, 

clean 
energy 

firms. 

Accelerated 

renewable 
energy 

adoption (e.g., 

CA’s 100% 
clean energy 

goal). 

Economic 

incentives, public 
support for green 

jobs. 

Provided 

scalable 
models for 

other 

federations 
(EU, 

Australia). 

[15], [41], 
[62] 

Economic 

Resilience 

Corporate climate 

alliances (e.g., 
Climate Leadership 

Council) advocated 

carbon dividends 

and ESG investing 

despite federal 
rollbacks. 

Private-sector 

mobilization, 

shareholder 

activism. 

Fortune 

500 
companies

, investors, 
academia. 

Stable ESG 

investment 
growth, 

corporate net-
zero pledges. 

Market pressure, 
investor climate 

risk awareness. 

Reinforced 

transnational 
corporate 

climate 
accountability. 

[33], [30], 

[32] 

Transnational 
Subnational 

Diplomacy 

U.S. cities/states 

partnered with 

foreign 
governments (e.g., 

Under2 Coalition) 

to bypass federal 
inaction. 

Paradiplomacy, 

city-to-city 

knowledge 
exchange. 

Mayors 

(e.g., C40 

Cities), 
governors, 

EU 

subnationa
l actors. 

Strengthened 

global climate 
networks, 

technology 

transfer. 

Institutionalized 
subnational 

climate forums. 

Challenged 

state-centric 
climate 

governance 

norms. 

[4], [34], [26] 
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Aspect Description Mechanism 
Key 

Actors 
Outcomes 

Resilience 

Factors 

Global 

Implications 

Supporting 

Literature 

Grassroots & 
Justice 

Mobilization 

Environmental 

justice groups 
leveraged federal 

inaction to push for 

equitable local 
policies (e.g., Green 

New Deal at state 

level). 

Social 

movements, 
litigation, 

community 

organizing. 

Sunrise 

Movement
, NAACP, 

Indigenou

s groups. 

Equity-

centered 
climate laws 

(e.g., NY 

Climate Act). 

Legal frameworks, 

youth activism. 

Inspired 

global climate 

justice 
movements. 

[35], [50], 

[12] 

Technological 
Leapfrogging 

Clean energy 
startups flourished 

due to state R&D 

funding and venture 
capital shifts. 

Innovation 

ecosystems, 
public-private 

R&D. 

Tesla, 
NextEra 

Energy, 

ARPA-E 
grantees. 

Cost 
reductions in 

solar/wind, 

battery 
breakthroughs. 

Adaptive policy 
incentives. 

U.S. remained 

cleantech 
leader despite 

federal stance. 

[37], [71], 
[29] 

Discursive 

Counter-
Narrative 

Subnational actors 

reframed climate 
action as economic 

opportunity, 

countering federal 
skepticism. 

Strategic 
communication, 

bipartisan 

framing. 

Media, 

universitie

s, policy 
entreprene

urs. 

Shifted public 
opinion in key 

states (e.g., TX 

wind boom). 

Cultural 
resonance, job 

creation 

narratives. 

Weakened 
global "anti-

climate" 

populism. 

[38], [61], 

[63] 

Institutional 

Legacy 

Post-Trump, 

subnational 

networks became 
embedded in U.S. 

climate governance 
(e.g., CAFE 

standards upheld by 

states). 

Legal 
entrenchment, 

multi-level 
governance. 

Courts, 

state AGs, 

regional 
GHG 

initiatives. 

Durable 
subnational 

climate 
institutions. 

Judicial checks, 

bureaucratic 
inertia. 

Blueprint for 
federalism in 

polarized 
democracies. 

[14], [54], 

[18] 

 

7.6 Prioritizing Economic Nationalism in Green Supply Chain Security 
7.6.1 Contextualizing Economic Nationalism in the Green Energy Transition 

 Economic nationalism was emphasized as a key component of green supply chain 

security during Donald Trump's administration, which signaled a paradigm shift in U.S. 

energy and climate policy. Trump’s vocal emphasis on repatriating supply chains from 

Chinese dominance back to American soil, especially those linked to vital renewable 

energy technologies like solar panels, wind turbines, and battery manufacturing, was a 

key component of this strategy [38, 44]. The emergence of the energy sovereignty 

discourse, which emphasizes national control over clean energy supply chains to reduce 

geopolitical risks associated with foreign dependencies, was anticipated by this strategy 

[67]. Limiting the import of fossil fuels and foreign manufacturing in the energy sector is 

not just a trade policy, but also a larger national security strategy, according to [54]. This 

is especially true as the green transition reveals serious weaknesses in the sourcing of 

minerals and technologies. Thus, the Trump administration's America First policy 

foresaw future security issues and indicated a conscious shift away from supply chains 

driven by globalization towards a more resilient, self-sufficient domestic green industrial 

base [59] [12].  

 
7.6.2 The Strategic Repercussions of Reducing Chinese Manufacturing Dependence 

 The emphasis on lowering reliance on clean technologies produced in China 

highlights a crucial geopolitical struggle that is part of the global climate change agenda. 

According to Zhang et al. [5, 6] and Jiahan [29], China's hegemony in rare earth minerals, 
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solar photovoltaic (PV) cell manufacturing, and battery technologies poses systemic risks 

to the United States' aspirations for green energy. By enacting tariffs on Chinese imports 

and encouraging domestic manufacturing, Trump's policies sought to upend these 

established supply chains. Liu et al. [44] point out that these measures had complicated 

effects on the economy and the environment. These trade restrictions sparked national 

investment in technology development and alternative sourcing, even though they 

temporarily raised costs. This strategy demonstrates strategic foresight, framing 

economic nationalism as a necessary defense against supply chain shocks that could 

sabotage the clean energy transition rather than as isolationism [26, 67]. Additionally, it 

is consistent with the energy trilemma framework, which balances affordability, 

sustainability, and energy security in a politically charged global environment [15].  

 
7.6.3 National Security and Critical Mineral Dependencies 

 Under Trump's administration, the discussion of green energy supply chain 

vulnerability is based on critical mineral dependencies. Concerns regarding worldwide 

supply disruptions were sparked by the demand for lithium, cobalt, nickel, and rare earth 

elements that are necessary for batteries and renewable technology [57, 65]. Reviving 

U.S. mining operations and simplifying regulatory processes to lessen dependency on 

imports were among Trump's economic nationalism priorities [31, 54]. The strategic 

threat posed by hostile actors in control of mineral reserves, who could use these 

resources as weapons in geopolitical conflicts, prompted this methodical response [59, 

67]. The administration's strategy addressed the practical reality of securing green supply 

chains to maintain energy independence and national security during the decarbonization 

era, despite common criticism that it undermines international climate cooperation [1, 

10]. 

 
7.6.4 The Paradox of Trump’s Climate Stance and Supply Chain Sovereignty 

 Trump's supply chain nationalism in clean energy offers a paradoxical 

contribution to the climate agenda, despite his widely criticized withdrawal from the 

Paris Agreement and public skepticism towards climate science [36, 42]. The 

administration indirectly set the stage for a more secure and resilient green economy that 

is less susceptible to shocks and disruptions from abroad by concentrating on building 

domestic capacity [38, 43]. This dichotomy draws attention to a complicated story: a 

proactive, albeit domestically orientated, green industrial strategy coupled with a 

rejection of global climate governance. This kind of policy division is consistent with 

research by MacNeil and Paterson [24], who note that the Trump administration 

influenced global climate politics by pursuing conflicting but connected agendas, 

undermining multilateralism and bolstering unilateral strategic positioning. Economic 

nationalism in green supply chains is positioned as both a critique and an adaptation to 

the realities of global climate governance failures, leading to a nuanced legacy [13, 34]. 

 
7.6.5 Domestic Political Framing and Public Perception 

 Trump's presentation of green supply chain repatriation struck a chord with 

domestic political constituencies that prioritized economic revitalization and job creation 

in industrial heartlands impacted by globalization [38, 46]. By appealing to nationalism 

and concerns about economic security, this political discourse framed clean energy 

sovereignty as a patriotic endeavour [12, 74]. In stark contrast to cosmopolitan globalist 

perspectives, Trump reframed climate discourse into a nationalist framework by 
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portraying reliance on foreign supply chains as a threat to American security and 

prosperity [12, 19]. Public opinion and policy direction were significantly impacted by 

this rhetorical technique, which promoted support for domestic green industry 

investments while fostering skepticism towards international climate commitments [30, 

61]. Therefore, a climate agenda based on protectionism and sovereignty rather than 

multilateral cooperation was made possible by the political mobilization around 

economic nationalism. 

 
7.6.6 Implications for Global Climate Governance and International Relations 

 Through bringing trade tensions and strategic competition into the renewable 

energy space, Trump's economic nationalism in green supply chain security upended 

long-standing global climate governance mechanisms [5, 10]. This change made 

multilateral efforts more difficult because, especially in U.S.-China relations, concerns 

about economic sovereignty and climate diplomacy intersected [29, 48]. The preference 

for national interests over collaborative frameworks exemplifies a larger issue 

confronting global climate governance: balancing sovereignty with the intrinsically 

transnational character of climate change mitigation [18, 25]. In this way, Trump's 

policies brought a new geopolitical dimension to the green transition, making supply 

chain security a proxy war for economic and technological dominance. This raises 

concerns about the future of climate cooperation in a time of growing great power 

competition [59, 67]. 

 
7.6.7 Toward a Holistic Understanding of Trump’s Legacy in Green Supply Chain 

Security 

 Donald Trump's focus on economic nationalism in relation to green supply chain 

security is an example of a sophisticated and creative strategic stance that has both 

influenced and challenged the changing global climate agenda. His administration's pro-

active drive for domestic clean energy sovereignty foreshadowed current discussions on 

supply chain resilience amid geopolitical tensions, even though his administration's 

broader climate policies were widely criticized for undermining international cooperation 

[1, 42]. This strategy emphasizes the necessity of a thorough examination that considers 

the ways in which sustainability objectives and national security imperatives interact 

during the green transition. Trump's economic nationalism provides insightful lessons on 

the strategic significance of safeguarding green supply chains to enable a more stable and 

independent clean energy future, particularly as the world struggles with critical mineral 

scarcity and the dangers of becoming overly dependent on foreign suppliers [31, 57]. In 

order to address the global challenge of climate change, future research must investigate 

how such nationalist frameworks can be incorporated into global climate strategies 

without compromising the spirit of cooperation that is necessary [18, 34]. 

Table 10 displays A significant and complex change in the global climate 

governance landscape, the Trump administration's emphasis on economic nationalism 

within the context of green supply chain security embodies both strategic foresight and 

divisive geopolitics. Trump foresaw and addressed new security risks associated with the 

green energy transition and vital mineral dependencies by focusing on repatriating supply 

chains and lowering reliance on Chinese-made renewable energy technologies like solar 

panels, wind turbines, and battery components. This method directly impacted global 

clean energy diplomacy and market dynamics by emphasizing a nationalistic economic 

strategy meant to promote domestic manufacturing resilience and strategic autonomy in 
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the renewable sector. It raises significant issues of environmental justice and global 

equity, as noted by McGuire and Lynch [35], while also placing itself within the larger 

discourse of "America First" policies that rejected multilateral climate governance 

frameworks, as examined by Ettinger and Collins [10] and Pavone [1]. International 

relations and trade are affected by supply chain reorientation, which intersects with the 

growing US-China tensions reported by Jiahan [29] and Liu et al. [44] and influences the 

course of climate competition and cooperation. According to Sun et al. [18] on climate 

risk governance and Benton Heath [67] on disruptions to the economic order, this 

economic nationalism in green supply chains also highlights underlying tensions in 

striking a balance between national security imperatives and global sustainability goals. 

The policy change also affects technological sovereignty, as the need to invest 

strategically in domestic innovation and circular economy models due to reliance on 

critical minerals and related technologies is consistent with Prieto and Scott's [59] themes 

regarding science diplomacy in the face of geopolitical conflicts. The COVID-19 

pandemic and geopolitical conflicts exposed fragile global supply networks, and Trump's 

stance arguably sparked a reexamination of the green transition's vulnerabilities by 

focusing on supply chain transparency, resilience, and the mitigation of foreign 

dependencies. However, Olutola [56] and DeDominicis [12] discussed how this 

nationalist approach might jeopardize global collaborative climate efforts and climate 

finance, particularly affecting developing regions. In the US context, it has sparked 

discussions on regulatory rollback and environmental federalism [14, 23] while also 

casting doubt on the efficacy of global climate regimes such as the Paris Agreement, 

whose uncertain future under the Trump administration was examined by Ribera et al. 

[34] and Zhang et al. [5, 6]. This thorough analysis demonstrates how economic 

nationalism in green supply chains during the Trump administration represents a unique 

and significant place on the global climate change agenda by encapsulating a complex 

interaction of social justice, economic policy, environmental governance, and geopolitical 

strategy. For a resilient and just clean energy future, this paradigm emphasizes the need 

to integrate national security concerns with sustainable energy transitions, calling on 

future policy frameworks to balance sovereignty with international cooperation. 

 

Table 10. Prioritizing Economic Nationalism in Green Supply Chain Security 

Aspect Description 

Supportin

g 

Source(s) 

Key Themes 
Innovative 

Angle 

Strategic 

Implications 

Critique / 

Counterpoint 

Policy 

Recommendatio

ns 

Economic 

Nationalism 

in Green 
Supply 

Chains 

Trump’s 
policy 

emphasis on 
repatriating 

manufacturi

ng and 

supply 

chains for 

solar panels, 
wind 

turbines, and 

batteries 
marked a 

strategic 

pivot toward 
clean energy 

sovereignty. 

[38] 

Economic 

nationalism, 

sovereignty, 
supply chain 

security 

Frames 
green supply 

chains as not 

just 

economic 

but national 

security 
assets, 

anticipating 

future 
geopolitics 

of clean 

energy. 

Reducing 
dependence 

on Chinese-

manufacture
d green tech 

limits 

vulnerability 
to foreign 

supply 

disruptions. 

Critics argue 

this may lead 

to trade 

tensions and 
slow global 

decarbonizati

on efforts [4]. 

Develop 

domestic 

capacity for 
critical minerals 

and clean tech 

manufacturing 
while balancing 

trade diplomacy. 

Anticipation 

of Critical 
Mineral 

The Trump 

administratio
n prefigured 

[59] 

Critical 

minerals, 
supply risk, 

Innovative 

recognition 
of minerals 

Strategically 

motivates 
investments 

May 

exacerbate 
resource 

Prioritize circular 

economy and 
international 
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Dependencie

s 

future 

security 
risks linked 

to critical 

mineral 
dependencie

s essential 

for clean 
energy 

technologies

. 

resource 

nationalism 

(lithium, 

cobalt) as 
geopolitical 

choke 

points, 
urging 

national 

control. 

in mining, 

recycling, 
and supply 

diversificatio

n. 

nationalism 

and 
geopolitical 

competition 

[13]. 

partnerships to 

stabilize mineral 
supply. 

Climate 
Policy 

Shocks & 

Domestic 
Politics 

Economic 
nationalism 

reflected in 

climate 
rhetoric 

influenced 

domestic 
political 

framing of 

clean energy 
policies. 

[38] 

Political 

rhetoric, 
framing, 

polarization 

Trump’s 

framing 
mobilized 

nationalist 

constituenci
es skeptical 

of global 

climate 

commitment

s. 

Enabled 

“America 

First” 
identity 

politics to 

shape climate 
agenda and 

supply chain 

resilience. 

Deepened 
polarization 

around 

climate 
action, 

complicating 

bipartisan 

support [39]. 

Use inclusive 

communication 

strategies to 
broaden support 

for resilient green 

supply chains. 

Impact on 

International 
Climate 

Governance 

Prioritizing 

national 
supply 

security 

contributed 
to the U.S. 

withdrawing 

from global 
climate 

agreements, 

altering 
governance 

dynamics. 

[24] 

Multilateralis
m, 

governance, 

U.S. 
withdrawal 

Reflects 
tension 

between 

sovereignty 
and global 

cooperation 

in climate 
governance. 

Created 
governance 

vacuum 

impacting 
global efforts 

but 

reinforced 
U.S. 

autonomy in 

green tech 
development. 

Risks 

undermining 

collective 
climate 

mitigation 

[48]. 

Re-engage in 

multilateral 
frameworks 

while 

safeguarding 
critical supply 

chains. 

Economic 

and Security 

Linkages 

Linking 
green energy 

supply 

chains to 

national 

security 

redefines 
traditional 

economic 

security 
frameworks. 

[67] 

Energy 

security, 

economic 
policy, 

national 

security 

A holistic 

approach 

merges 

economic 

policy with 

national 
security in 

climate 

transition. 

Drives 
defense and 

economic 

policy 
coordination 

for supply 

chain 
protection. 

Risk of 

militarization 

of energy 
sectors and 

trade 

conflicts. 

Establish cross-
sectoral 

governance 

integrating 
economic, 

security, and 

environmental 
objectives. 

Technologic

al 

Sovereignty 

Emphasizing 

domestic 

innovation 
in renewable 

tech 

manufacturi
ng to reduce 

foreign 
reliance. 

[37] 

Innovation, 

technology 
transfer, trade 

barriers 

Promotes 
homegrown 

renewable 

technologies 
as strategic 

assets 
enhancing 

resilience. 

Strengthens 

national 

innovation 
ecosystems 

and job 
creation. 

Potential to 

increase costs 

and delay 
technology 

diffusion 
globally. 

Incentivize R&D 
and facilitate tech 

sharing under 

controlled 
conditions. 

Social and 

Environment
al Justice 

Economic 

nationalism 

in green 
supply 

chains raises 

concerns 
about 

equitable 

access and 
environment

al justice. 

[12] 

Environmenta

l justice, 
social equity 

Highlights 

the need to 

balance 
nationalism 

with social 

justice in 
transition 

policies. 

Ensures 

benefits of 

domestic 
green 

industries 

reach 
marginalized 

communities. 

Risk of 

exacerbating 
inequalities if 

not 

inclusively 
managed. 

Integrate justice 
frameworks into 

supply chain 

policies to 
promote 

equitable green 

transitions. 

Long-term 

Strategic 

Vision 

Trump's 
economic 

nationalism 

foreshadowe
d ongoing 

[25] 

Strategic 

foresight, 
resilience, 

future security 

Innovatively 
anticipates a 

geopolitical 

landscape 
where green 

Positions the 
U.S. to lead 

in shaping a 

new global 
energy order. 

Challenges in 
balancing 

global 

cooperation 
with national 

Develop 
adaptive, multi-

level strategies 

aligning national 
interests with 
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global shifts 

toward clean 
energy 

sovereignty 

and supply 
chain 

resilience. 

supply 

chains 
define 

national 

power. 

interests 

remain. 

international 

climate goals. 

 

7.7 Climate as a Component of Industrial Policy against Geopolitical Rivals 
 Through redefining climate investments as tools of industrial strategy rather than 

just ecological imperatives, the Trump administration's approach to climate policy 

marked a significant break from conventional environmental governance. This viewpoint, 

which is sometimes ignored in popular criticism, framed clean energy innovation as a 

tool for competing with geopolitical rivals, especially China, rather than as a capitulation 

to multilateral climate agreements [29]. The administration aimed to establish a self-

sufficient U.S. energy ecosystem that could surpass China in vital technologies like 

hydrogen fuel, rare earth processing, and synthetic fuels by pulling out of the Paris 

Agreement and refocusing funds on domestic energy research and development [20]. The 

understanding that control over next-generation energy technologies would provide long-

term geopolitical advantages served as the foundation for this strategy, which turned 

climate policy from a regulatory burden into a field of strategic competition [67]. 

Although Trump's climate stance was criticized for being denialist [53], this industrial 

policy reinterpretation foreshadowed the Biden administration's subsequent focus on 

"climate statecraft" in great-power competition, indicating an underappreciated continuity 

in U.S. strategic thinking [24].   

 
7.7.1 Energy Dominance as Geopolitical Leverage: The Rare Earths Case Study 

 Trump's administration's aggressive efforts to restore rare earth mineral 

processing—a sector China had monopolized with 80% global market control—were the 

clearest example of his industrial-climate strategy [44]. Rare earths were designated a 

"critical mineral" security issue by Executive Order 13817 (2017), which simplified 

permitting for mines in Texas and Wyoming and released Defense Production Act funds 

for domestic extraction and refinement [47]. Recognizing that China could use its 

dominance in rare earths as a weapon to stifle the U.S. clean energy industries, this policy 

directly connected climate technology (wind turbines, EV batteries) to national security 

[5]. Tariffs on Chinese magnets combined with the administration's $28 million award to 

MP Materials to reopen California's Mountain Pass rare earth facility demonstrated how 

climate-related industrial policy turned into a frontline in the trade war [20]. Although 

some claimed that these policies gave priority to extractive industries over environmental 

protections [50], the strategic benefit was evident when U.S. production of rare earths 

increased by 44% by 2020, decreasing reliance on China for permanent magnets used in 

wind generators and electric vehicles [30]. Trump's larger argument—that industrial 

autonomy, not just emissions targets, was necessary for climate resilience—was best 

exemplified by this case. 

 
7.7.2 Hydrogen and Synthetic Fuels: The Clean Tech Arms Race 

 The Trump administration strategically bet on hydrogen and carbon-neutral 

synthetic fuels as future geopolitical assets, while European climate policy prioritized 

short-term decarbonization [18]. As a techno-nationalist response to China's state-

subsidized green hydrogen projects, the Department of Energy's 2020 "H2@Scale" 
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initiative set aside $100 million to develop "clean hydrogen" from nuclear and natural gas 

with carbon capture [31]. Similar to this, the Pentagon recognized that synthetic 

hydrocarbons could allow the U.S. military to maintain operational dominance in a world 

with carbon constraints, so it partnered with startups like Prometheus Fuels to produce jet 

fuel from atmospheric CO2 [12]. These expenditures demonstrated a distinctly Trumpian 

reasoning: the United States should control the technologies that would shape the energy 

markets of the twenty-first century, not pursue short-term emissions reductions [43]. 

Although the strategy was criticized for favouring fossil fuel-derived hydrogen over 

renewable energy sources [2], it was intended to prevent China from controlling the 

hydrogen economy because it had solar panels, which foresaw the current G7 hydrogen 

competition [25]. 

 
7.7.3 The Arctic Frontier: Climate Change as a National Security Multiplier 

 In the thawing Arctic, where melting ice created new shipping lanes and oil 

reserves—and where Chinese and Russian aspirations were growing—Trump's climate-

industrial strategy was implemented [47]. In an effort to protect American energy 

interests in an area where geopolitical boundaries were being redrawn by climate change, 

the administration expedited the Alaskan LNG project and reinstated Arctic offshore 

drilling leases [46]. Realizing that climate-driven accessibility necessitated technological 

adaptation, it concurrently made investments in Arctic-capable microreactors and 

icebreaker shipbuilding through the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency 

(DARPA) [67]. Trump's transactional approach to environmental change was 

demonstrated by this dual emphasis on resource exploitation and climate-resilient 

infrastructure: the United States should use its effects as a weapon for competitive 

advantage rather than attempting to mitigate them globally [57]. Proponents pointed out 

that it stopped Russian-Chinese dominance of new Arctic trade routes, while critics 

warned that it accelerated ecological damage [5, 42]. 

 
7.7.4 Trade Policy as Climate-Technology Protectionism 

 With Section 301 tariffs specifically targeting Chinese clean tech industries like 

lithium-ion batteries and solar panel polysilicon, the administration's trade wars served as 

an implicit climate-industrial policy [44]. Trump sought to allow U.S. manufacturers to 

catch up in technologies where China held 60–80% of the market by enacting 25% tariffs 

on $34 billion worth of Chinese environmental goods in 2018 [48]. By preventing 

Chinese companies from purchasing American battery companies through the Committee 

on Foreign Investment (CFIUS), this protectionism also preserved domestic capacity for 

the EV boom that resulted from the Inflation Reduction Act [30]. Tariffs on Chinese solar 

inverters led to a 300% increase in domestic production by 2021, despite being presented 

as anti-China policies, which in reality subsidized U.S. climate-tech independence [20]. 

The strategy reflected a mercantilist approach to climate change: securing American 

dominance over the industries that drive emissions was more important than reducing 

emissions globally [15]. 

 
7.7.5 The DOE as a Venture Capitalist: ARPA-E’s Pivot to Geopolitical Tech 

 In order to challenge Chinese clean-tech dominance, Trump's Department of 

Energy (DOE) covertly converted its Advanced Research Projects Agency-Energy 

(ARPA-E) into a de facto venture fund for technologies [55]. The administration 

increased ARPA-E's budget by 16% to $428 million in 2020 while reducing subsidies for 
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renewable energy sources. The agency prioritized "leapfrog" technologies like direct air 

capture and solid-state batteries [32]. This demonstrated a conviction that small 

advancements in solar and wind would only strengthen China's manufacturing 

dominance, while innovations in related technologies could completely alter the 

competitive environment [18]. The approach paid off: under Trump's administration, 

ARPA-E-funded businesses like Heliogen (concentrated solar) and QuantumScape (solid-

state batteries) accomplished technological milestones that subsequently drew billions of 

dollars in private investment [33]. The administration prepared the way for Biden's more 

explicit "climate security state" by treating climate technology as a subset of defense 

innovation, similar to semiconductors during the Cold War [12]. 

 
7.7.6 Legacy and Paradox: How Trump’s Climate Realpolitik Reshaped the Field 

 Trump's industrial-climate policies produced a lasting paradox: his 

administration's emphasis on energy competition unintentionally improved the U.S. 

position in vital clean tech sectors, despite rhetorically rejecting climate activism [24]. 

Biden's Inflation Reduction Act was based on the rare earth reshoring, hydrogen bets, and 

ARPA-E funding binge, indicating that Trump's realpolitik strategy, while opposed by 

climate purists, partially aligned with progressive objectives through nationalist tactics 

[25]. This legacy expose how geopolitical competition can motivate decarbonization 

investments despite anti-climate rhetoric, challenging binary climate policy narratives 

[61]. Future studies should investigate whether such "competitive decarbonization" 

between superpowers could paradoxically speed up the reduction of emissions—not 

through collaboration, but through conflict [20]. 

 Trump's presidency needs to be reexamined—not as an anomaly of climate 

denialists, but as the beginning of the explicit fusion of climate policy with great-power 

industrial strategy. 

 Donald Trump's unique approach to the global climate agenda is shown in Table 

11. Deliberately reframed climate policy as a central component of national industrial 

policy with the specific goal of boosting American competitiveness in the face of 

geopolitical adversaries, particularly China. His administration placed more emphasis on 

economic security by developing climate-related technologies as vital industrial assets 

than it did on global environmental activism. This reinterpretation, which positioned 

climate innovation as a field in which American technological and economic sovereignty 

could be asserted and defended, was consistent with a larger nationalist vision under the 

"America First" doctrine. The goal of energy independence through the development of 

next-generation clean energy technologies, such as clean hydrogen, synthetic fuels, and 

rare earth element processing, was at the heart of this strategy. These technologies 

strengthen domestic supply chains for essential minerals and lessen dependency on 

foreign energy sources. In an era where climate technology became a field of geo-

economics competition, such innovations were viewed as dual-use assets with both 

military and commercial applications, supporting national security. The administration 

used tariffs, export restrictions, and targeted subsidies to influence global supply chains 

and shield emerging American clean tech sectors from foreign hegemony by fusing 

climate goals with trade and technology policy instruments. The United States maintained 

technological leadership through strategic research partnerships, like the US-China 

InFEWS program, that struck a balance between scientific advancement and geopolitical 

prudence. This geo-economics competition also showed up in selective scientific 

diplomacy. Crucially, Trump's strategy promoted a "orderly" energy transition that 
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avoided rapid decarbonization that might jeopardize geopolitical power and economic 

stability by striking a balance between the gradual adoption of renewables and the 

preservation of fossil fuel jobs and the industrial base. This balanced transition strategy 

was supported by deregulation and incentives for "clean" fossil fuels, which preserved 

important industries while encouraging innovation in shale energy and synthetic fuels. 

Climate policy was also directly integrated with defense and intelligence agendas by 

elevating climate technologies within the national security framework and connecting 

energy resilience and critical mineral recycling to defense readiness and infrastructure 

security. This comprehensive industrial policy framework emphasized the multifaceted 

role of climate innovation as a geopolitical tool of influence and power as well as an 

environmental necessity. The Trump administration's climate policy, which combined 

economic, technological, and security aspects, was a practical reorientation of 

international climate action. It rejected multilateral cooperative governance in favour of 

competitive nationalism, when climate leadership was equated with technological 

superiority and geopolitical advantage. In addition to challenging established global 

climate governance paradigms, this approach highlighted how climate change, industrial 

strategy, and international rivalry intersect to define 21st-century geopolitics. In order to 

protect national interests through technological sovereignty, strong industrial foundations, 

and strategic international engagement, the U.S. climate-industrial policy under Trump 

sought to establish a comprehensive climate-security nexus that is essential to competing 

in a rapidly changing global organization. 

 

Table 11. Climate as a Component of Industrial Policy Against Geopolitical 

Rivals 

Aspect Description 
Strategic 

Dimension 

Geopolitical 

Relevance 

Technological 

Focus 

Policy 

Instruments 
Key Actors 

Supporting 

References 

Industrial 
Policy 

Reframing 

Trump's administration 

reframed climate 

investments as integral 
to national industrial 

policy, prioritizing 

competitiveness over 
environmental activism. 

National 
economic 

security 

Outcompeting 

China and 
rivals in critical 

emerging 

sectors 

Hydrogen, 

rare earth 

processing, 
synthetic fuels 

Strategic 

funding and 
deregulation 

favoring 

innovation 

Federal 
agencies, 

private sector 

[38] 

Energy Security 

Emphasized energy 

independence by 

advancing next-gen 
energy technologies as 

strategic assets in 

geopolitical rivalry, 
reducing dependency on 

foreign energy supplies. 

Energy 

sovereignty 

Counterbalance 
to China's Belt 

and Road clean 

energy efforts 

Clean 

hydrogen 

production, 
advanced 

batteries 

Export 
controls, 

targeted 

subsidies 

DOE, 

Department of 
Commerce 

[19] 

Technological 

Innovation 

Investment in disruptive 
clean energy 

technologies seen as 

dual-use assets with 

commercial and military 

applications. 

Dual-use 
technology 

leadership 

Securing 

supply chains 
for rare earths 

and advanced 

fuels 

Rare earth 

element 

processing, 

synthetic fuels 

Public-private 

partnerships, 

R&D tax 

incentives 

Industry 

leaders, 

research 

institutions 

[59] 

Geoeconomic 

Competition 

Climate tech became a 
battleground in the 

broader US-China trade 

and technology rivalry, 
integrating climate goals 

with national security 

concerns. 

Geo-

economic 
leverage 

Shaping global 
supply chains 

and standard 

setting 

Export 
controls, 

tariffs on 

climate tech 

Trade policy 
tools, 

economic 

sanctions 

US Trade 

Representative, 
Congress 

[44] 

Nationalism & 
“America First” 

Framed climate policy 
through nationalist 

rhetoric, asserting 

American leadership by 
“winning” clean tech 

National 

identity and 

sovereignty 

Opposition to 

multilateral 
climate 

frameworks 

Domestic 

innovation 

prioritization 

Withdrawal 
from Paris 

Agreement, 

re-negotiation 
efforts 

White House, 

executive 

branch 

[10] 
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markets rather than 

global cooperative 
governance. 

Energy 

Transition 
Approach 

Sought an “orderly” 

energy transition that 

balanced fossil fuel 
interests with emerging 

renewables to preserve 

jobs and industrial base 
amid geopolitical 

rivalry. 

Balanced 
transition for 

economic 

stability 

Avoiding rapid 

decarbonization 

that could 
weaken US 

position 

Shale energy, 

synthetic fuels 

Deregulation, 
incentives for 

“clean” fossil 

fuels 

EPA, 

Department of 
Energy 

[15] 

Strategic 
Scientific 

Diplomacy 

Leveraged scientific 
diasporas and selective 

cooperation in science 

diplomacy (e.g., US-
China InFEWS program) 

to maintain 

technological edge while 
politically opposing 

rivals. 

Science as 

soft power 
and 

competitive 

advantage 

Maintaining 

US 

technological 
leadership 

despite 

geopolitical 
tension 

Targeted 
research 

collaborations 

Science 

diplomacy, 
selective 

international 

funding 

Academia, 
diplomatic 

corps 

[59] 

Climate Policy 

as Security 

Elevated climate 

technologies within the 
national security 

framework, linking 

climate action with 
defense readiness and 

critical infrastructure 
resilience. 

Climate tech 
as national 

security asset 

Integrating 

climate policy 
with defense 

and intelligence 

agendas 

Renewable 
energy 

microgrids, 

critical 
mineral 

recycling 

Defense 

contracts, 

resilience 
funding 

DoD, DHS, 
intelligence 

agencies 

[67] 

 
 
8. Legacy and Global Impacts of the Strategic Reallocation of Climate 
Funds for Domestic Economic Resilience  
 

 An important turning point in global climate governance was reached when 

Donald Trump decided to strategically reallocate U.S. climate funds from multilateral 

mechanisms like the Green Climate Fund (GCF) to domestic economic resilience 

initiatives. The justification was rooted in a patriotic framework that prioritized energy 

independence, economic recovery, and American sovereignty. Although Trump's 

reorientation of climate finance was, in reality, an assertion of economic realism over 

symbolic globalism, Arlota [27] criticizes this change from a cost-benefit standpoint. The 

belief that extensive international climate cooperation must inevitably rely on financial 

commitments from a small number of wealthy nations was called into question by his 

administration's skepticism towards international climate treaties, especially the Paris 

Agreement. Although destabilizing, the U.S. withdrawal severely damaged the financial 

foundation of climate equity mechanisms, according to Bowman and Minas [26]. This led 

to a surge of regionalized climate finance models that improved adaptive resilience in the 

Global South and diversified funding sources. 
 The dynamics of the United States' involvement in Conference of the Parties 

(COP) negotiations were also significantly altered by Trump's reallocation strategy. 

Instead of adopting the collectivist mindset that is typically associated with COP forums, 

Trump's administration took a transactional approach to these gatherings, defending 

national interests and challenging the unequal financial burdens imposed on the US. 

Healey et al. [4] highlight how the U.S. prioritized domestic issues over global ones 

during Trump's presidency, pointing out the differences between the U.S. and EU climate 

strategies. Trust in U.S. leadership was severely damaged at climate summits as a result 

of this ideological shift, which also made the meetings tenser and more divided. But it 

also sparked more dispersed leadership models, with subnational U.S. organizations like 
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California, the EU, and even China assuming more significant roles. According to Jiahan 

[29], China was able to refocus its climate diplomacy as a result of the United States' 

disengagement, transforming the void into a chance for bilateral and multilateral climate 

agreements that were not mediated by the United States. 
 Trump's policies caused ideological strain on the Paris Agreement's framework 

itself. The "common but differentiated responsibilities" (CBDR) framework came under 

increased scrutiny as a result of Trump's criticisms of the agreement, which focused on 

historical emissions, fairness, and the disproportionate economic costs to the United 

States. According to Pavone [1], the Trump administration encouraged a worldwide 

reevaluation of climate deal architectures by viewing the agreement as a political liability 

rather than a moral obligation. The internal contradictions of the Paris framework, such 

as its ambiguous enforcement mechanisms and heavy reliance on voluntary pledges, 

became more apparent even though many countries reaffirmed their commitments. Thus, 

Trump's withdrawal revealed systemic flaws and compelled signatories to discuss how to 

strike a balance between ambition and practicality, which ultimately fueled continuous 

revisions and pressure for more transparent accountability procedures. 
 Trump's actions acted as a real-time stress test for the resilience of international 

climate regimes in the areas of regime destabilization and institutional resilience. Dijkstra 

et al. [25] looked at how international organizations survived existential crises like the 

Trump administration and concluded that organizations like the UNFCCC showed a high 

degree of adaptive resilience. To ensure continuity, these organizations relied on a variety 

of stakeholder engagement strategies, such as non-state networks, private finance, and 

subnational actors. Trumpism unintentionally sparked institutional innovation, with 

decentralized actors stepping in to fill the leadership void, despite Ettinger and Collins 

[10] framing it as a rejection of global climate governance. This is in line with 

DeDominicis [12], who contends that populist upheavals have the power to cause global 

systems to change, moving towards less hegemon-dominated and more pluralistic 

arrangements. 
 Furthermore, emerging powers and regional blocs were forced to reevaluate their 

alliances and funding sources as a result of the U.S. strategic withdrawal, which changed 

the composition of international coalitions. According to Olutola [56], African countries 

that had previously relied on climate funds channeled through the United States started 

looking into alternative financing options such as regional climate funds, sovereign green 

bonds, and climate risk insurance facilities. This diversification decreased the geopolitical 

clout of conventional donors and signaled a long-term shift towards climate finance 

sovereignty. Sun [19], who examined the changing leadership dynamics between the U.S. 

and China, noted that China and the EU simultaneously exploited the U.S. vacuum to 

advance alternative climate narratives based on technological investment and the 

development of green infrastructure. As a result, the climate regime became more 

polycentric, less reliant on US support, and more representative of regional goals and 

developmental environments. 
 Lastly, Trump's emphasis on economic resilience at home changed the way that 

people around the world talk about how climate policy and national development are 

related. Instead of completely rejecting environmental regulation, his administration 

promoted deregulation as a means of achieving energy independence and economic 

recovery. Global stakeholders were forced to reevaluate the financial effects of 

aggressive climate action as a result. Both Konisky and Woods [23] and Revesz [14] 

examine how Trump's repeal of environmental regulations sparked discussions about 
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regulatory analysis, particularly with regard to cost-efficiency metrics and the social cost 

of carbon. As countries consider how to strike a balance between their climate 

commitments and economic imperatives, these discussions still have an impact on the 

conversation surrounding climate finance. In the end, even though Trump's strategy 

defied convention, it also sparked international discussion, exposed structural flaws, and 

prompted institutional reassessments that continue to influence climate governance in the 

years following his administration. 
 

 
9. Strategic Lessons for Future Global Climate Governance  
 

 Significant strategic lessons for the design of future global climate governance 

were provided by Donald Trump's deliberate reallocation of climate funds for domestic 

economic resilience, which is best illustrated by the United States' exit from the Paris 

Agreement and its suspension of contributions to multilateral climate finance. The most 

significant of these is the present treaty frameworks' susceptibility to unilateral 

withdrawals. Although the Paris Agreement's voluntary nature guaranteed widespread 

initial participation, it lacked enforcement tools and legally binding sanctions for 

defection. Trump's decision to withdraw from the Agreement revealed this weakness, as 

noted by Pavone [1] and Zhang et al. [5], indicating the need for stronger legal 

frameworks in subsequent agreements. These might consist of binding arbitration 

procedures, graduated penalties, or institutional "exit taxes" to deter sudden desertion. 

Therefore, the Trump administration highlights the necessity of strengthening treaty 

clauses to safeguard regime continuity and lessen the financial and diplomatic 

repercussions brought on by the withdrawal of significant emitters. 
 The need to develop a diverse leadership model in climate governance—one that 

includes not only nation-states but also subnational actors, private sector innovators, and 

regional coalitions—is the second strategic lesson. U.S. cities, states, and corporations, 

including those included in the "We Are Still In" coalition, stepped up to uphold climate 

commitments during Trump's presidency. In spite of the federal retreat, these non-state 

actors became de facto stewards of U.S. climate leadership, as documented by Dijkstra et 

al. [25] and Ettinger and Collins [10]. In order to lessen the over-reliance on centralized 

national commitments, global climate regimes should structurally incorporate subnational 

contributions into reporting and governance frameworks. Additionally, corporate actors 

from the tech and energy sectors, as well as cities like New York and Los Angeles, 

served as climate diplomats, demonstrating the political value of unconventional 

leadership. 
 Additionally, Trump's actions reframed climate cooperation as a geopolitical 

strategy rather than just environmental stewardship. His strategy can be seen as an effort 

to renegotiate the U.S.'s geopolitical position within climate diplomacy, despite the fact 

that detractors frequently portray it as isolationist. Trump's withdrawal gave China and 

the EU the opportunity to establish themselves as alternative leaders and use green 

diplomacy to increase their global influence, as Jiahan [29] and Sun [19] show. This shift 

emphasizes how industrial policy, technological dominance, and soft power are all 

becoming more intertwined with climate action. Future climate agreements must 

therefore strategically align with national interests in trade, innovation, and security in 

addition to appealing to environmental ethics. This will make participation politically 

valuable for all stakeholders, regardless of ideological alignment. 
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 Trump's rerouting of climate funds also shed light on how domestic politics 

influence foreign policy. His administration prioritized deregulation, claiming that 

climate finance commitments hindered domestic industrial revival and energy 

independence, as noted by Konisky and Woods [23] and Revesz [14]. Populist opposition 

was strengthened by this portrayal of climate policy as being costly, both domestically 

and internationally. The strategic takeaway from this is that future governance models 

need to match explicit domestic economic co-benefits with global climate 

responsibilities. By balancing national development objectives with international climate 

commitments, policy tools like just transition funds, local content requirements, and 

innovation subsidies can make climate engagement politically resilient even when 

leadership changes occur. 
 Furthermore, Trump's stance on climate change highlighted the value of crises as 

catalysts for institutional innovation. As Bowman and Minas [26] point out, Trump's 

destabilization of the Green Climate Fund spurred regional innovation in climate finance, 

leading developing nations to test out novel tools such as climate risk insurance pools, 

public-private partnerships, and sovereign green bonds. This diversification decreased 

reliance on individual donor countries and improved the climate finance regimes' ability 

to adapt. In a similar vein, Olutola [56] details how African countries started fortifying 

regional governance structures after the U.S. withdrew due to financial shortages. The 

strategic implication is that in order to protect against geopolitical shocks, climate 

governance should encourage financial pluralism and redundancy. 
 Lastly, the dual nature of global climate governance—as a contested area of 

power politics and as a moral imperative—was made clear by Trump's presidency. A 

more comprehensive view shows how the disruption itself sparked critical thinking about 

structural equity, political inclusivity, and institutional resilience, even though critics like 

Saad [42] and Urpelainen and Van de Graaf [2] concentrated on the disruption his 

policies caused. Trump's actions compelled climate institutions to reevaluate their 

presumptions, reconnect with new stakeholders, and move past the governance paradigms 

dominated by the West. By doing this, they have developed the agility, pluralism, and 

geopolitical awareness that are necessary for handling the challenges of a future with a 

multipolar climate. Trump's deliberate reallocation policies therefore produced long-

lasting insights into the creation of more robust and responsive international climate 

institutions, far from being a purely regressive force. 
 

 
10. Concluding Remarks 
 

 The disruptive yet transformative role of President Donald Trump's administration 

in reshaping the global climate change agenda was critically examined in this study. The 

paper demonstrates that Trump's climate posture was a purposeful recalibration of U.S. 

climate diplomacy, rather than a simple retreat from environmental responsibility, using a 

multifaceted analytical framework rooted in political realism, strategic environmentalism, 

adaptive federalism, and socio-technical transition theory. The administration reframed 

climate action through the prism of economic nationalism and geopolitical competition 

by emphasizing sovereignty-driven narratives, fossil fuel dominance, and domestic 

economic resilience. Both immediate policy rollbacks and long-term institutional, 

normative, and technological repercussions resulted from this deliberate reallocation of 

climate funds, rejection of historical emissions accountability, and disengagement from 
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multilateral climate regimes. Ironically, Trump's climate nationalism exposed the 

weaknesses and adaptability of the global climate governance framework by igniting a 

decentralized wave of subnational innovation, private-sector investment in clean 

technologies, and global leadership shifts, especially towards China and the EU. 

 The major findings of the study are itemized as follows: 

 Ideological Disruption: Trump's climate policy questioned liberal internationalist 

standards by replacing multilateral commitments with frameworks for 

nationalistic energy dominance. 

 Strategic Environmentalism: To challenge China's leadership in green energy and 

establish American energy sovereignty, the United States' expansion of its fossil 

fuel industry was reframed as a geopolitical move. 

 Federalism as Resilience: A strong adaptive federalist model was demonstrated by 

the way subnational actors, such as states and corporations, filled the gap left by 

the federal withdrawal. 

 Normative Reorientation: Trump changed the moral foundations of international 

climate finance by rejecting historical emissions responsibility and redefining 

equity through "emissions power parity." 

 Innovation Paradox: A decentralized climate innovation ecosystem resulted from 

deregulation's unintentional stimulation of private investment in CCS, advanced 

nuclear, and energy storage. 

 Geopolitical Realignments: The United States' withdrawal from global climate 

leadership shattered long-standing Western climate coalitions and hastened 

China's strategic ascent in climate diplomacy. 

 Communication and Cultural Impacts: The epistemic legitimacy of climate 

science was undermined when rhetorical populism and media disinformation 

normalized climate skepticism. 

 Vulnerability and Environmental Justice: Deregulatory rollbacks exacerbated 

environmental injustices, particularly in postcolonial and marginalized 

communities that were already at risk from the effects of climate change. 

 In the end, this study provides a fresh perspective on Trump's legacy, viewing him 

not as a homogenous climate denialist but rather as a transformative figure who altered 

the institutional, geopolitical, and normative framework of climate governance. In doing 

so, it calls for more investigation into the ways that strategic disengagement, techno-

nationalism, and climate populism may continue to shape the development of 

international environmental politics in a world that is becoming more multipolar. 
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